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=D Think in ſo important a Con-. 
a; troverſy as this, he that bas 
not ſomething to offer, that 
bas not been already diſputed, 
der ſomething more to add on 
the Heads that have been diſputed ; in a 
Mord, he that has not ſomething to ſay, 
that has not been ſaid before, ould i 
nothing at all. Av; or 
The Subſtance of the Two Letters bere 
publiſhed, is wholly New, the Occaſion 
is. ſo; The Diſpute between theſe Two 


 #minent Perſons has ſeem'd to take up 
all our Eyes and Thoughts ; and as their 


Diſcourſes grew Popular, we ran ea- 
gerly into the weighing them one againſt 
another, as if we were to determine our 
Faith, on either Side, by the Succeſs of 
eur Champions, and to believe on this 
Side or that, as this or that Diſputant 
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But when I come to look into the Body 


of their Diſpute, and to enquire whether 
either Side had cleared up the great 
Point concerning the Eternity and Di. 
winity of our Pleſſed Saviour, I find that 
they hardly medale with it at all, eſper 
cially Mr. Wkiſton, but perplex'the Difſ- 


pute with a long Search into pe, | 
' . 2 


and an Enquiry into the Opinions of t 
Ancient Writers about it. 
Wo had theſe Ancient Writers, or 


any tbem, come to an uncontroverted 


ue in this Matter; had there been a 
Time ruhen they were all 'of one Faith, 
an one Mind; that there were no 
poſers had ever been put to Silence, ſo 
that the whole Body of the Chriſtian 
Church had \ conceived atight, and con- 
ceived alike in their Opinion rf i7heſe 
Things, we might indeed lay ſome Streſs 
upon thoſe Opinions, and enquire aili- 
gently. after them, believing the holy 
infallible: Spirit had inſpired them, as 
We believe he did the Apoſtles and E. 
vangelifts, the Pen-men , the Holy 
Sertprares, which therefore d bull the 
Word of Gd. 99 2h 
off | & £1 But 


— 
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Oppoſers of the Truth, or that theſe Op. 
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- But” ſeeing Mr. Whiſton himſelf de- 
clares in bis Letter to the Earl of | 
Nottingham, That there muſt be many | 
new Enquiries made into Chriſtian An- 
tiquity, by skilful Criticks, before you 
ſhall be able, every where, to ſettle the 
true Reading, or clear every Difficulty 
in ſo.large and particular a Work as ex- 
amining and comparing Originals: And 
ohſerving in many Places in his ſubſequent . 
Diſcourſe, that he expoſes the Diſagree- 
ment of all the ſaid: Ancient Writers 
one with another, and often with them: 
| ſelves ;, it moſt naturally offer d to my 
Thoughts, that then ſearching into their 
Writings would tend rather to perplex 
the Cau fe, than to open and explain #8; 
and that they could never bring us to 4 
Certainty in the Thing in which they. 
_ not arrived at a Certainty theme 
elves. 8 | IM 
For this Reaſon, and if poſſible, to quit 
our Hands of thoſe Perplexities, that fin- 
cere enquiring Chriſtians may have ſome 
 Fomndation- on which to ground their 
Enquiries, and may no longer be amuſed 
with Uncertainties, I have endeavour d 
to turn their Eyes, and guide their En- 
quiries from the confuſed Throng of other. 
Men's Opinions, and the entangled di 
4 =_ " feracted 
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rated T houghts of Men, however An- 
cient, to the clear Foundation of Truth; 
and to ſee whether we may not diſcern. 
the Truth for Ourſelres, by ſearching 
back to the Ditine Original of all Truth, 
the Word ot God, from whence alone all 
theſe Ancient Writers muff likezwile have 
been inform'd, or, which is not unlikely, 


for want of looking into which they were 
faßfered to fall into Error, and to loſe 


rhein May in the dark Miſts and Clouds 
' of their own Pride and Ignorance. 
I base directed my T houghts upon this 
to both the Contending Champions, as 1 


tall them, in this Cauſe; I mean the 


| Earl of Nottingham, and Mr. Whiſton, 


| becauſe at this Time the Eyes of the 
l World ſeem to be chiefly upon them, 


and becauſe the reſpetive Parties ſeem to 


' boaſt of their reſpettive Performances, 


8 
. 
3 


 eohich have been made Publich. I nei- 
tber leſſen or exalt either, and I hope 
Dall give Offence to neither, having an 


' Honour for the Characters of both as 
| Chriſtians, and as Perſons daftinguiſhed. 
y their Learning and Merit. On the 
other hand, I compliment or flatter nei- 


ther of them; they are, as 1 may ſay, 


' ſporting with one another inthe Tryal of 


ein Strength, their Parts, their Learn. 


785 
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ing, their Knowledge of Antiquity, and 
interpreting of ancient Opinions; all 
which, ſpeaking with a Reſerve of De- © 
cency to them both, I humbly think, ts 
juſt nothing to the Purpoſe, and as every 
Writing is an 4 peal to thoſe that read, 
T refer the Reader to the following Sheets, 
and chearfully ſubmit my Opinion to the 
Judgment of all that are impartial and 
ſmcere. * \ ops 
I know that the Oppoſers of the Do- 
Frine we profeſs take upon them to ſay; 
that they are ready to come to the Teſt of 
the Scriptures, yet alledging, that the Di- 
ainity of our Bleſſed Saviour is not clearly 
laid down in the Scriptures, and ſad Work 
God knows, ſome of them have made int 
their Attempt to prove this Negative, 
turning the Senſe of the moſt important 
and moſt convincing Texts their own 
Way, and recommending to us a diffe- 
ring Reading from our common Tranſla- 
tions; and thus running us back to the 
ſearching again into the Greek and He- 
brew of the firſt Writers, that is to ſay, 
to the Fuſtice of our Tran/lators, and 


* 


their rendring the Original into. the Ful- 


gar Engliſh, Things which common Rea- 
ders cannot judge of, and the end of 
which ſeems to bring us to this dreadful 

| Exigence, 


bi The PREFACE . 
xigeuce, worſe than Popery itſelf; viz; 
That we muſt be directed in aur Faith 
the Learning and Integrity of Tran- 
Jators; and as they have been; or have 
not been both able and juſt, ſo we muſt or 
onuſt not be Orthodox in Faith, Right in 
Principle; und Sound in Kavwledas E 
in a Word, that we muſt ſo believe in 
Chrift, as they ſhall happen to ftate the 
Foundation of our Inſtructions ; and, as 
T have noted in this Work, i their 
Tranſlations are not ſettled and agreed; 
we muſt remain in Suſpence about what 
We are; or are not to believe or know of 
God, of Our Saviour; and of our Eternal 
Salvation, till they are agreed, and till 
the true Meaning of the Scriptures. are 
Nhat dreadful Dilemmas What a 
epretched State of, Uncertainty | muſt 
this put us all into in the main and 
Fundamental Articles of ous Salvation; 
namely, Whether our Saviour be God or 
Man What a ftate of Coldneſs and 
TIndiferency muſt Chriſtians Hoe in, till 
this be aſcertained ? They muſt neceſ- 
ſarily decline the Reading the Scriptures 
. at once, till it be determined how they 
are to underſtand them. In ſhort, they 
"muſt reſt ſatisfied with being unſatisfied 


about 


The PRE FACE. vit 
about Chriſt, and muſt believe that they 
need not be concerned how they beltene; 
till there comes to be an uncontroverted 
Tranſlation of the Scripture, which may 
never happen; and I believe never will 
happen, © 1 ©” 

As this is what a ſincere Chriſtian 
muſt tremble at the Thoughts of, I think 
it cannot be an unacceptable Piece of 
Service to expoſe it; and to fhew, for the 
Comfort of every enquiring Chriſtian, the 
Abſurdity and Folly, I think I may ſay he 


ZI 0WN 


 Wickedne(s of it; SAN; if po ble, 


the Reader to juſt Meaſures for 


Conduct; in purſuing which, he may, 


Divine Grace aſſiſting, ſupport, as well 
as direct his Mind in the ſearching the 
Scriptures, of which, I hope I have Au- 
thority to ſay; they fully teſtify of Chriſt ; 
notwithſtanding all the Errors of Tran- 
lation, Joubrful Readings, Interpolati- 
ons, or whatever elſe may be ſuggeſted 
againſt them. 

And therefore; as I have in the evo 
following Letters endeavoured to turn 
the Eyes of the Reader from thoſe doubt- 
ful and perplexd Enquiries after the 
Senſe of fallible Men among the Ancient 
Writers; ſ I ſhall endeavour here to turn 
them from afwelling too long upon the 
aiffering Senſe which theſe People would 

— put 


I | he PREFACE. Z 
put upon the Scriptures, in thoſe Places; 
where they ſeem to affirm the Dicinity 3 
of Our bleſſed Sawicur, leating theſe FF 1. 
Men to read them their own Way, and 
even, as it were, giving up all they X 
can cavil at, at leaſt for Argument fake; 
and try if we carnot deduce the Certainty 7 
of this Doctrine from ſuch Scriptures as 
have never jet been diſputed by them, or 
againſt which they haze Nothing to 
ay. 
15 have efſay'd at this in a ſhort Ap- 
pendix, or Poſi{cript, to my Letter to 
Mr. Whiſton, concerning the Belieting © 
ITN Chriſt; to which I refer. I hawe a 4 
little to add in ſome other Caſes, which 
perhaps may carry their un Jleight * 
with them alſo; if they arc read with a 
Spirit of Meekneſs and Impartiality, 
willing to do Fuſtice to Truth, and de- 
ſirous to be rightly informed; if this be 
not the Temper of the Reader, the Da- 
mage will be his cc, he will go away 
uninſtructed, but the Truth will remain 
the (ame. 
And firſt, Our Lord hac ing in divers of 
- bis Miracles acted in his cn Name, and 
by his own Authority, ſuch Things as diſ- 
Ccorer his participating an Omnipotent 
Porer; an Omniſcient Eye, and the like, 
Things peculiar to the Nature of God, I 
| would 
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would demand how he could poſſeſs an 
= ZFfential Attributegf the Deity, without 

= the Deity being alſo inherent in bim. 
© | T think it muſt be all;wed, that the 
* Attributes of God conſtitute his Being, 
And ure Incommunicable; and that accora- 

ing to all we underſtand of God, it may be 

{aid without Blaſphemy, that God CAN 
V depute bis Omnipotent Power, his 
* Omniſcience, or any other of his Attri- 
buten: This would be to make Infinite 

Diviſible,and would runus into a Confuſion 
of Ideas, ſuch as are inconſiſtent and un- 
worthy of God. The infinite Mercy of God 
is among theſe Attributes, and his Power 
of forgiving Sin, which it is evident were 
alſo in Chriſt ; he gives Repentance, and 
gives Remifſſion. | 
All the Diſcoveries then of the Attri- 
butes of God being poſſeſs'd by, and exer- 
* Ccriſed in the Courle of the Miraculous 
= Life Chriſt, are poſitive Declarations 
= of his Diomity:That there are ſuch Diſ- 
= Ccovertes, and that ſuch Attributes of 
3 (Cod have been ſo exerciſed, I have 
= - given an Account at large, and the man- 
z jꝗer of their being ſo exerciſed, (viz.) in 
Bi own Name, and by his own Autho- 
* 71ty. I repeat nothing. 
I the next place, the ſeveral Texts, 
m Scripture where by Voice from 
A 2 Heaven, 


* The PREFACE, 4 
Heaven, by the Mouth of Chrift himſelf, 
and by the Mouth of all his Servants, he 
is called the Son of God, are as ſo 
many poſitive Declarations of his being 
the ſame Eternal God with the Father; 
and that very Term or Phraſe, or Ap- © 
pellation uſed in Scripture, the Son 
of God, which our Oppoſers ſeem to 
make their greateſt reſort for proving © 
him aCreature, is to me an undoubted and © 
glorious Teſtimony of bis being the E. 
ternal God, the Great Father of al! 
Thing. 
That the Mord, Son of God is ſed ſome- 
times for us to underſtand Chriſt the Me- 
diator by, I alſo grant; but I demand then, 
ehat is the Son of God? and what isfrobe © 
underſtood by the Term, Son of God, and © 
the only begotten Son of God? Na, . 
tet them call him the made don © 
God if they will, I ſhall leave all that 
trifling Cavil behind me in this Sublime 
fearch after God. The Mediator, the 
Tnterceſſor, Chriſt in Office, is doubtlef(s 
made or begotten, call it as we will. 
But the Son. of God! is God of God 
God 1s Chriſt, and Chriſt is God; and 
ag to the Merd Son, hiw abſurd are our 
Conception of Priority, and of Seniority ? 
All founded abſurdly as hade hinted 
in the following Sheets, upon the com- 
mon 
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The PREFACE. Xi 
anon limitations of a Father begetting, 
and a Son begotten! As. if we would 
ſolve the Almighty by a Syſtem of Hu- 
man Generation; whereas ' this Myſtery 
is above it all, who ſhall declare his Ge- 
neration | an Expreſſiion implying ſtrong- 
y that none can declare his Generation; 
no, or concetve of it; that it cannot be 
= judged of by, or relate to the ordinary 
'* Generation of a Father and a Son; but 
Z that it is a ſublime inconceivable Opera- 
* tion, which we may believe but cannot 
* Fnow, for we cannot by ſearching find 
out the Almighty to perfection. | 

The Immaculate Conception or Incar- 
nation of Chrift is indeed in ſome Senſe an 
Explanation, and carries with it a 
Teſtimony of the Godhead, of the Holy 

G hoſt too; and it is with ſome wonder 
that J obſerve, how little notice of this is 
taken in theſe Debates: It is moſt 
obſervable that the Arians and Socinians 
in 1 their Notion were obliged 
wholly to explode the Incarnation, which 
they did, even to the higheſt Blaſphemy, 
and in the moſt odious manner; even to 
Ridicule, and with immodeſt Expreſſions. 
Jo deny the Incarnation is in.efc# 
not miſunderſtanding the Scriptures, but 
even cancelling the whole Tenour of the 


_ Goſpel ; eſpecially that of K. Luke, 
So | Where 


wi | Te PREFACEH, 

where the Particulars are Hiſtorically 
recited, and in a moſt glorious manner 
recorded; with an Authority equal, if not 
ſuperior to any other part of the Scripture, 
He that will deny the Hiftory of the 
Incarnation of our Lord, may with the 
(ame aſſurance, and with the (ame rea- 
fon deny the Hiſtory of the Paſſion of 
Chriſt; and with the Mahometans believe 
that the Jews intended to Crucify him, 
but that he aſcended up into Heaven be- 
fore he came to the Place where the Croſs 
was erefied, and that they took Judas 
in their Rage at the Diſappointment, © 
and Crucified him inſtead of Chriſt. 
Let the Incarnation of Chriſt be con- (7, 
federed, it muſt be full of Difficulties, 1. 
and indeed Abſurdities not to be anſwer- * x79 
ed upon any other Foundation than that un 
A the Divinity of our Savtonr. is 
0 come to the Story it ſelf take tbe <G 
Record of the Salutation, Luke 1. 26. 
the Angel Gabriel was (ent from GOD. be 
This is underflood moſt certainly to be cf 
from God the Father, no diftinition of ccc 
Father and Son being found in the 
Scriptures before that time. 

Verſe 32. The Angel ſays that which 
ſhall be born of her ſhall be called the Son 
of the HIGHEST, this is again un- 
gerſtood of GOD who is the higheſt. 

4 Verſe 
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. Verſe 35. The Power of. the Higheſt 
hall overſhadow thee ; this is ſpoken of the 


Holy Ghoſt, and by the way is a ſtro 

Proof = the Holy Ghoſt is alſo GT 
being cæpreſt here as an Emanation of 
the Power of God, and the produce of 
whoſe overſhadowing the Virgin is called 


the Son of God with an eminent mark 


of Inference. THEREFORE, (viz.) 
becauſe the Holy Ghoſt (which is God 
hiinſelf) ſhall come upon thee. Therefore 
alſo that Holy Thing which ſhall be 
born of thee, ſhall be called the Son of 


God. 


Take another Evangeliſt writing the 
ſame Hiſtory of the Incarnation, Matth. 
I. 20. The bas of of the Lord appeared 
to Joſeph, and ſaid, Fear not to take 
unto thee Mary thy Wite, for that which 
is Conceived in her is of the Holy 
Ghoſt, . : 

Let then the Myſtery of this Incarnation 
be enquired into according to the Analogy 
of Faith: The HOLY GHOST pre 
2 from the Father and the Son is 
called God, and begets the Son of God; 
ſo that in a Mord the Son overſhadowing 
the Virgin by bis own Spirit Incarnates 
himſelf; a difficulty inconcievable, hut 


by reſolving the Son and _ into one 


miraculous incomprehenſible God, 
1 This 


This agrees exactly with what the A. 
poſtle ſays, Heb. 2. 16. He took not on him 
the Nature of Angels, but he took on him 
the Fed of Abraham; fo that conſidering 
this Conception 11 it was the aft 


and deed of Chrift himſelf, He took this 
Fleſh upon him, He Himſelf took on himſelf 
the Seed of Abraham; he himſelf over- 
ſhadowed the Virgin by his wn Power; 
ealled there the Power of the higheſt, 
and took upon himſelf he Nature of the 
Seed of Abraham. | 47-5 hy 
Mor con the Conception of the Virgin; 
and Chrift taking the Nature of the Seed 
of Abraham, be any other way reconciled 
without falling into groſs abſurdities: 
In a word, the Divinity of the Perſon 
of Chriſt is ſo interwoven with all the 


 Cirermftances of his miraculous Concep- 


tion and of his Birth; that it will be 
impoſible to conceive of them upon any b. 
ther foundation than that of his being 


Coal. | 


 Firſttheoverſhadowine of the Holy & Hoſt 
is given as the Reaſon of the Birth's being 
called the Son of God, and all the Ex- 
Preſſions of that kind are plainly derived 
from this Fountain; ſo that Chriſt 
being called the Son of God there, relates 
only to his Incarnation, and is an Ex- 
preſſion only for ns to conceive of his 
i- 
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Tho PREFACE 'w 
Miraculous Conception. by ; not at all to 
intimate that his Divine Nature was 
created ih that manner ; it muſt be ac- 
knowledged here that his Incarnation, 
the Hypoftatic Myſtery of God manifeſted 
in the Fleſh is expreſſed, and very figni- 
ficantly too ly the Word Son of God, as 
it is ſaid to be wrought by the over- 
ſhadowing of the Holy Ghoſt ; but this 
gives no ſhock; no not in the leaſt 70 our 
belief of the Divinity of his Nature; 
twhich could not be ſaid to have its Ori- 
ginal at that time, being only incarnated 
by wertue of the ineffable overſhndow- 
ing of the Holy Ghoft, who is thereby alſo 
evidently-declared to be Gt. 

I have an humble Confidence here, that 
this Conſtruction is ſo clear that it will 
= mot be Controverted, at leaſt not Over- 
thrown by the ableft oppoſer of this De- 
 Errine in the World; although it be a 
Summary of the ſublimeſt Myſtery in 
Heaven and Earth; and 8 I con- 
tent my ſelf with only offering it as a 
foundation of yet farther Arguments, 
when they ſhall think fit to let us ſee what 
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ed in the ſame manner, in another Caſe, 

(viz. )Jasthe Scriprares are called the Mord 

of God, being written by the Inſpiration of 
15 5 . 
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the Spirit who is God; and the Goſpel | 
which. is called the Neu Teſtament of 
our Lord and Saviour Felus Chrift, is 
in many places called the Word: of, God ; 
preaching the Co(pel is called Preaching | 
the Mord of God, and the lite. 
Nr (10 go back here a. little) do 1 
think that Expreſſion uſed above of * Chriſt 
himſelf, forming himſelf in the Womb 
of the Virgin, which is uſed as an Ex- 
planation only, at all incongruous or 
ſhocking, even to common reaſoning. ; ſee- 
ing the Holy Spirit which is declar- 
ed there, io be the IWorker of the Glo- 
rious. Myſtery of the Incarnation is, [0 
often called the Spirit of Chriſt, and is 
acknowledged by us all to proceed from 
Chriſt; that is, from Chriſt as God, 
(proceeding from the Father and the Son.) 
7 he thing explains it ſelf, the Holy Ghoſt, 
impregnating the Virgin with the My- 
fterious tncarnated Birth, that Holy 
thing That ſhould be Born, 7s call d 
the Son of GOD: The Holy Ghoſt 
it ſelf there, is called the Power of the 
Higheſt; /o that what in one place is 
| MY . _ j . 4 i 
called the Spirit of Chriſt, is in another 
place called the Power of the Higheſt ; 
and Chrif?, who is there ſaid to be 
begotien of the Holy (theſt, Matt. 1. 20. 
| . 


A 
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js (Luke f. 32.) called the Sor of the 
"If we will keep cloſe then to the Let- 
ter of the Scriprure” only, and enter upon 
declauring the Generation of Chriſt,” which 
the  Seriprure. ſpeaks of as impoſſible: I 
ay, if we attempt to do this we ſhall run 
* our ſelves into innumerable Contradictions, 
or while theſe Men deny the HolyGboft to 
be God, they muſt deny Chriſt to be the 
Son of God ; ſeeing by the Account given 
of theſe Things in our Bibles, Chriſt is 
really the Son of the Holy Ghoſt, Matt. 
I. 20. if is expreſ/iy ſaid, he was Con- 
ceived of the Holy Ghoſt, and Luke 1. 
35. it is expre/ly [aid again, that there- 
tore, or for that reaſon, he ſhall he call'd 
the Son of God, which would not be ra- 
tionul, if the Holy Ghoſt was not Cod. 
Now His being ſo Conceived of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and yet the Holy Ghoſt pro- 
ceeding from himſelf, and the Scripture 
affirming of. him, that he took on him- 
ſelf our Nature, it is evident the Glori- 
= ous Myſtery of the Incarnationsf Chriſt, 
= was no more or leſs than the Bleſſed God 
= raking on himſelf the Hypoſtatick Union 
= # mm mexplicable, inconceivable manner, 
but ſuch as was ſuited to the Gloriors 
Myſtery of Man's Redemption; and en- 
D 2 triug 
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rring thereby upon the Office of : Medi-. 


* 


ator, and 1 ator for the reconciling 
the Digjne Glory to a-Japſed World; and 
opening. a Door r \ Mercy to Penitent and 
Believing Sinners; a Work which. as it is 


to be the, Wonder of Eternity; and to a. 


ment of. Heaven, it is no Impeachment 


of 4 ts $ph endor 10 fay. that WE. Cnet 
comprehend it, or conceive regularly, of it. 


Again from the Confeſſun made Chriſt 
by St. Peter, ſeveral Things are drawn 
to confirm. this Dodtrine, which I have 
not. met with before; St. Peter being: 
asked. by our Lord, who he (Peter) be- 
lieved him ( Feſus) to be, anſwers and 
openly makes Confeſſion of bis Lord thu 
Thou art Chriſt the Son of the living 
60D; or. as ſome ſpeal it, CHRIST 
the very living GOD, Matt. 16. 16. 
Many caviling Interpretations hade 
been put upon the Return Chriſt makes 
to this Confeſſion of Peter's; particularly 
thoſe Nord, v. 17. Upon this Rock 1 
willbuild my Church. T he Roman Church 
underſtand it to mean upon the Rock 
Peter, the Name Peter ſignifying a Stone, 
or 4 Rock; others, that upon Peter's 
Faith the Chriſtian Church ſhould be built, 
and others alleage it is a Propheſy, that 

5 EE 8 0 Peter 
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Peter himſelf ſhonld found the Chrition. 
Church in his own Perſon. 

- But to leave: all theſe Goran as. 
empty and trifling, it appears. to us that 
by this. Rock here, an the bualding the 
Church of Chriſt upon it, is meant, that 
the conſtant Profeſſion of the Divini of 
Chrift, as Peter confeſſed it, ſhould be 
the Foundation upon which the Church 
ſhould be eftabliſhed in all Ages. I ſay, 
that this Principle thoroughly believed, 

| and openly 22 elſed, was the Foundation 
on lch ChurchYbould be built, and. 
ſhould abide to the End of the World, and. 


that. the Gates, that is, all the Power of 


| Hell, ſhould not prevail againſt it. 
Mos it is eordent to all that are 'ac- 
quainted with the Hiſtory of the Charch, 
that all the Powers of "Hell have Been, 
from the Beginning, loyd to ober- 
throw this Doctrine of the: Divinity of 
Chrift, as the great Foundation of the 
Cyriſtian Faith, which if once over- 

' thrown the Church oe Chrift, which ix 
indeed built upon it, muff have fallen to 
the Ground: But they haze not been able 
to prevail againſt it. 

Behold the Glorious fulfilling of this 
pb of Chrift to his Church; which 
being at firſt eftabliſhed upon this blefſed 
Fundamental, viz. the Faith and Cun- 


Felſion 
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feſſion of his Godhead. This Foundation 
bas been ſo upheld, that where the firſt 
Inftituticns were, as it were, ſunk out 

_ of Memory, by the Weight of impure Mix- 
tures, as in the Greek Church; and 
where every other Article of Faith had | 
rexeiced Wounds by the Innovations of | 
Error, as in the Roman Church; yet al. 
of them have aahered to, and preſerved 
this main and fundamental Pont to this 
A AF NOW, + tho it be a kind of r ep 
ing what was hinted at before, I crave 
leave to go back to the Term, or Phraſe, 
uſed in Scripture in ſpeaking of Chriſt, 
calling him the Son of Gd. 
It 1s evident, that at the Time that 
our bleſſed Lord was upon Earth, 
the Mord Son of God, was taken in 
General in no other Senſe than that wwe 
new take it in; that it was the Commun 
Acceptation, the allowed Meaning of 
the Expreſſion; and therefore when Chriſt 
had owned himſelf to be the Son of the 
Bleſſed, before the Sanhedrim, or Council 
of the Jews, the High-Prieft rent his 
Cloaths, and condemned him for Blaſ- 
phemy : Matt. 26. 65. So when he had 
ſaid at another Time, I and my Father 
are one, Joh. 10. 30. the Jews took up 
Stones to ſtons him, becauſe, ſay they, 
RY Thou 


Thou being a Man, maketh thy ſelf God. 
I Tue they cavil at. this Text, and 
would. evade, the Force M it; and I do 
not therefore quote this as a new Caſe, 
but to prove that the General” Acceptation 

of the Term Son of God, among the Jews, 

and among eventhe Enemiesof Chriſt, was, 

That it meant his being God. Aud therefore 

0 ſay that the Scripturs does not clearly 

lay down the Divinity of his Perſon, is 

a direct Falſbood; for he here in parti 

cular, and in many Places, declared 

Himſelf to be God, and all the Jews at 

that Time underſtood it ſo, and, as I 

have obſerved, cenſured aud condæmuca 

To ſum up the Caſe then in few Morde; 
the whole of my Deſign in this Introdus 
ion is to take Notice, That to lay the 

Weight of this Diſpute upon the Notions. 

a- Opinions of Ancient Writers, Do- 
Hors, and Fathers of the Church, is. 4 
miſtaken Method ; that though it is true. 
that the Scriptures have been ſo often, and 

ſo critically examined for ſo many hundred. 

Tears, by the moſt. eminent Chriſtians, und 
learned Expoſators, from the firſt Broacth 
ing the Hereſies of Ebion and Cerinthus\ 
to . this Day, that it would ſeem arre>. 

gant to offer any new Expoſitions ; yet to 

the Glory of the written Oracles of God, 
2 bs 


3 
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be it ſpokon, there are every Day new 


Diſcoveries in the Scripture concerning 


rhis Thing ;\ as if God had reſerced them 
for ns, and to encourage every Age fill to 


 fearch the Scriptures for new Evidence; 


y which we may i, the Dignity and 

tory of our Bleſſed Saviour may at loft 
be made olear, in a manner altogether 
hid from the-Apes before; and that we 
may ftill manifeft to the World, that he 
cume forth” from God; and therefore is, 


und muſt neceſſarily be real God; by ſome 


to that Purpoſe; and it is a noble Beten : 


and well worthy the Pen of the moſt 


learned Men of the Ae, to enquire if 
there ir nothing New in the Scripture on 
this Subjett; nothing ꝛchich former Diſ- 
putants have not handled, or enquired in- 
__— 4 EIS 2954s * | 

- T think T haze hinted Something of this 
Kind here, and poſſibly it may encourage 
others to go on with the Search, till new 
Worlds of Wonders may be diſcovered ; 


and at laſt; all Donbts and Miſconftrutti- 


ons being laid afide, we may arrive at 


that bleed Time, when all Chriſtians 
Shall come, in the Unity of the Faith, and 


of the Knowledge of the Son of God, unto 


a Perfect Man, Epb. 4. 13. Amen. 
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—=HILE your Lordſhip has 
457 been pleaſed to give your 
„Thoughts in Publick, in a 

Controverſy, in which ſo 
many Perſons are already 
embark'd, you are, no doubt, prepar'd 
to expect that others will, with the ſame 
1 ſpeak their Opinions alſo 3 nor 
can 1 ſuppoſe your Lordſhip will be 
offended, - that, Decency preſerved, any 


1 Man ſhould, in ſome Things, differ from 


your, Judgment. 

The Importance of the Subject calls 
for all poſſible Freedom and Plaines 
A Point on which the Sum and Subſtances 
of the Chriſtian Religion ſo much de- 
pends, muſt be handled with W 
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and particularly without reſpe& of Per- 
ſons. 5 
For this Reaſon I ſhall not ſuppoſe that 

T need make any Apology to your Lord- 
ſhip, if 1 take the Liberty to fuggeſt, 
that you have been. in any Thing milta- 
ken in your Anſwer to Mr. Whiſtoz. 
Tr mutt be granted that your Lord- 
ſhip's having attempted: ro beat the 
Arianus at their own Weapons, was an 
Undertakiog worthy of yourfelt : If 
you gain the Victory there, I will not 
doubt your Skill to improve it to the 
Advantage of the Cauſe you engage in; 
but pardon an humble Stranger for ſay- 
ing, that we have no Occaſion to dance 
in this Circle, or to follow theſe Men 
into the Labyriaths in which they having 
firſt entangled themſelves, ſtrive to enſnare 
the Ignorant World, who they, by theſe 

Methods, impoſe upon. 

Mr. Whiſtoz, and his Followers, pre- 
tend to he very earneſt for, and ſeem 
to preſs your Lordſhip to a tedious Search 
after the Opinions of the Ancient Writers, 
and after what they have ſaid or writ- 
ten in the Queſtion of the Trinity; and 
particularly that Part of it relating 
to the Pivinty of our Saviour; as if 
this or that Opinion ſhould be deter- 
mined by their Authority; I mean 
that 
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that of the 1 they ſeem tg 
challenge their Oppoſers to debate this 
Point. But if I may interpole ſo far 
without Offence to your Lordſhip, there 
is a previous Queſtion which ought firſt 
to have been debated, and on which I 


think much of che reſt will depend; and 
this is, of what Moment is it to us, and 


of what Weight in the Diſpute, when 


it ſhall be known, whatever che Opinion 
of thoſe ancient People was. 

This, u Lord, with the utmoſt Re- 
ſpect to your Lordihip's excellent Per- 


formance, is the Thing in which I preſume 


to oy your Lordſhip has been miſtaken : 
For by following Mr. Whiftoz into this 


wild Search into Antiquity, in which he 


owns the Matter 1s very 1ntricate, your 
Lordſhip has exceedingly gratify'd the 
oppolite Party, and led us all into a 


Wilderneſs, which they hope we ſhall be 


loſt in ; making that ſeem difficult, which 
is in itſelf moſt plain, going from the 


Foundation, on which we are all to build, 
and laying that for a Foundation in the 


Diſpute, which really is no Foundation, 
but a Superſtructure, and that a vain, 
1 and irregular Superſtructure at 

beſt. | 
This, ) Lord, the Effect evidently 
proves to be true, in the Reply, or Re- 
32 | joynder 


(4 > 
joynder of Mr. Wh;ſtoz to your Lordſhip's 


Anſwer, which his Followers boaſt of as 
A Victory. Indeed, my Lord, tho? they 
have no Victory over your Lordſhip in 
Argument, they have a kind of Victory in 
this, that they have, as it were, drawn the 
World into the Snare, to joyn Iſſue with 
them in a Thing remote to the Queſtion, 
and whereby they divert us from the 
Search of the Scriptures, in which they 
would be manifeſtly defeated. 

This, my Lord, if I may bring an Ally- 

fon ſo mean, is "like a ſubtle Huntſman 
that beats about for a fitting Hare, where 


he knows ſhe is not, to divert the 


Company from looking where he knows 
ſhe 1s. 

Nothing could oblige them more than 
to attack them here, where they have 
fortified themſelves with innumerable 
Cavils, and where they can play the Fa- 
thers one againſt another without end, 
and, upon Occaſion, have ſomething to 
ſay againſt them all. Here they lye in- 
trench'd behind a Line of old Rubbiſh, 
if I may be allow'd to talk ſo, and ſtrive 
to put out our Eyes with the Duſt of 
- Antiquity; whereas it is at beſt but a 
Dult ; the Scriptures, as they are a more 
ſere Word of Propheſy, being alſo much 
more ancient than them all: To go 
3888 ä back 
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back to theſe, is to go to the Original of 


all Antiquity, in the Search of which 'tis 
to be hoped, and we have Reaſon to be- 
lieve, we may find out the Truth, as 
well as any of the Ancient Writers did or 


could do. | 


Had your Lordſhip apply'd wholly to 
the happy Work of confuting the falſe 
Gloſſes, and different Interpretations wiuch 
theſe Men put upon the Scripture, your 


Victory had been glorious indeed; your 


Learning and Labour had, doubtleſs, been 


very well beſtow'd ; ſeeing we are bid by 


our Saviour himſelf, to Search the Scrip- 
tures, for that theſe are they which teſtify of 
him ;- and give me leave to add, that 
altho* all the Texts of Scripture were gi- 
ven up to them, which yet I cannot do, 
mean thoſe Texts which they cavil at, 
and the meaning of which, they wreſt to 
their own Purpoſe; as alſo thoſe Texts 
our reading of which they object againſt, 


or thoſe which they challenge for Miſ- 
tranſlation ; I fay, tho* theſe were all 


given up, yet I preſume there is a ſuffi» 


cient and uncontroverted Teſtimony of 


another kind, to the eternal Power and 
Godhead of our bleſſed Redeemer, which it 
is not in the Power of all the Subtilty and 
Sophiſtry of the moſt learned Adverſaries 
of this Doctrine ro overthrow or raze 

out ; 
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out; and as they ſubtilly avoid this Point, 
ſo ] cannot but ſay it is a ſtrong Evidence 
againſt them, that this Light has ſhone 
ſo clearly in their Eyes, as to force them 
to turn from it another Way. i 

In conſideration of this, of what Mo- 
ment is it to us, n Lora, what the An- 
cients underſtand of Chriſt, or what the 
Primitive Fathers wrote ? Is che Doctrine 
of our Redemption weaken'd by the 
Hereſies and Errors of Men? Nay, or 
by the weak Detences which any of the 
moſt Orthodox among the Fathers have 
made? Shall we itand or fall in our 


Principles, and in our Recognition of the 


Faith handed down to us by the Apoltles 
and Diſciples of Chriſt, and from his own 
Doctrine and Practice, and confirmed 

y Miracles, Signs and Wonders, where- 
in he ſpake as never Man ſpake, and did 
what never Man did. I ſay, ſhall we 
ſtand or fall as the ancient Fathers of the 
Church have or have not rightly under- 


ftood, or well defended theſe Things; 
No, my Lord, neither ſhall we now be 
confirmed or not confirmed in our Belief 


of theſe Things as your Lordſhip has or 
has not had the Maſtery over thoſe you 
diſpute, with; and yet this is without any 
Impeachment of your Lordſhip's Argu- 
ment, or of the Labour, the A 
an 
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[FF 
and the maſterly Strokes which I acknow-. 
ledge are to be found every where in your. 


24 Writings. : 2 i 
2 Hard would the Caſe of every doubting! 

Chriſtian be in this Life, if liſtening to 
* what is or ſhall be ſaid on either ſide, he 
* were bound to believe and know concern- 
8 ing Chriſt Jeſas, as this, or that Diſpu- 
8 tant did or did not conquer his Aſſailant; 
1 thus bringing the Scripture to the 


tc F Teſt of doubtful Diſputations: This 
would ſhake indeed the Fundamentals of 
Religion, and make a frighttul Chaſm 
both in Faith and Charity. | | 
Beſides, »zy Lord, as I have had occaſi- 
on to mention at large in the other Part 
of this Work, When {hall the Debate have 
an end this Way? How long muſt it be be- 
fore a Queſtion of ſuch Importance ſhall 
be brought to aConcluſion? And how mutt 
we believe and worſhip till it is concluded ? 
Would theſe Men have particular Chri- 
ſtians left to live and dye in an unreſolv'd 
Stare concerning ſuch a Thing as this 2 
I beſeech your Lordſhip let them be 
brought to a ſpeedy Teſt : This Teſt 
is the Scripture. Here we may judge for 
our ſelves ; here the Fathers, and ancient 
Writers have nothing to do, unleſs they 
will go back to the Scriptures, as to an 
Audit, which it they ſhould, many of 
= them 
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LES | ; 
them would be found Guilty of Weakneſs 
and Error, 10 jay no worſe of them. 

The Scriptures then being our unerring 
Rule, it they contain every Thing needful 


both to Faith and Practice, as we are taught 


to believe, if the Scriptures are able to 


make the Man f God perfect; and God 


has promiſed that his bleſſed Spirit 
all gaide as into all Truth, Joh. 10, 13, 
Why look we farther than to this Rule? 
And why are we diverted from an hum- 
ble ſupplicating for the Illumination of the 


_ bleſſed Spirit to inſtruct and teach us? 


Why are we carry'd from this 1nfallible 
Guide, to enquire into the Fathers, who 


are fo far from being able ro guide us into 
the Way, that tis evident they knew it 
not themſelves, and could agree in but 


very little concerning it. | 
It was to leſſen the Force of this Ar- 
ument, that the Oppoſers of the Ortho- 


dox Faith firſt turn d from the Fathers, 


and employ'd their Wits to cavil at the 
Scripture : Some diſputed the Tranſlation, 
ſome the Original; ſome put one Con- 
ſtruction upon it, ſome another; but be 
they right, be they wrong, the Founda- 
tion ſtands ſure. Our bleſſed Lord has 


eſtabliſh'd it ; every Action of his glori- 


ous Lite has Lines of his Divinity 1ater- 


ſpers'd: Thro' all his Preachings and 


Dif- 


= turd to deny it. 


LE WE 1 : 
Diſputings, whether with Men or Devils, 
the Godhead of Chriſt diſcovers itſelf : 
Men and Devils confeſs it, and ſcarce any 
but Men worſe than Devils have ven- 


And what is it to us whether the pri- 
mitive Fathers agreed about this or no? 
What the Councils of Nice and Alexararia, 
Aſſemblies of fallible and miſtaken Men, 
determin'd, or did not determine, con. 
cerning Chriſt > or, What Creeds or Ca- 
nons they made and ſubfcrib*d to, ſeeing 
the Thing is the Evidence of itſelf, That 
Jeſus Chriff is the Son of God, the begotten 
Son, came forth from God, the only be- 
gotten Son of God; this is Truth recorded 
in the Scriptures of Truth ſpoken from 
Heaven, this Day have I begotten thee : 
Theſe are Words uncontroverted ; not 
Arias himſelf; not Lelizs Socinus, or 
Faultas Socinus, the worſe Hęretick of the 
two ; not Dr. Clark, not Mr. Mhiſton, 
ever attack'd theſe Words; and theſe are 
Teſt:monies from God of the Oneneſs of 
Father and Son, Will they define the 
Thing here, for cavilling at Words is beneath 
the Diznity of the Subject; let them tell us 
then what is to be underſtood” by the 
Son of God, and by being Begotten ? Is 
Infinite to be divided? To be begotten 
of God; is to be God; every Emanation 
A of 


S 


; 36 (80) 
of the Eternal muſt be Eternal; Infinite 
is no more communicable than it is di- 
viſible. How will theſe Men diſtinguiſh 
between God and the Son of God. The 
Narrowneſs and Incapacity of Specch to 
expreſs and explain this ſubliwe Subject, 
muſt not leſſen. the Subject; we vander- 
ſtand as much of it as to make it highly 
Reaſonable to place the reſt to the Ac- 
count of our Faith. EO Ak 
How will they determine a Being 
Begotten of God? Will they define 


it by Philoſophy, and ſolve the great d 
Myſtery of God manifeſt in the Fleſh MM tl 
by a Syſtem of Humane Generation? +. 


The Abſurdities they are driven to on 
, theſe Occaſions are open Teſtimonies of 80 
the Diſtreſs they are in; why then, 27 ; 
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F Lord, ſhould we purſue them through all | 
| the thorny - Brakes of Error, and the E 
| Mazes with which they endeavour to rl 
tf confound Principles? It ſeems to me to 7 
l be all but What Job calls darkening Coun- ol 
4 fel by Words without Kponledee, Our rs 
1 Way is plain and eaſy, and it matters fo 
1 not what the Miſtakes of Men are a- 5 
(oh bout it: The Scripture is full of Te- | 
BY ſtimonies to the Divinity of our Lord — 
1 Jeſus Chriſt, and to his Eternity. Such * 
| | Teſtimonies as they have not oppoſed,and K 
Fay | 


dare not diſpute; and had your Lord- 
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* | = 27 OT: 41 | 44. 4 ; | 
a ſhip thought fit, as no doubt you were 
h well able to have done, to have put the 

e whole Queſtion upon thoſe Teſtimonies, 


and ſlighted all their Appeals to Hiſtory, 
- and to the Opinions of the primitive Fa- 
' |& thers, none of which are of any Weight 
in the Caſe, you had not only more et- 
fectually overthrown them, and perhaps 
filenc'd them, but you'had comforted and 
encouraged Thouſands of troubled Minds, 
who are hurry'd and perplex'd by thoſe 
doubtful Diſputations; to Day believing 
this, and to Morrow believing that, and 
ina Word, bewildred between the Rea- 
fonings of Men, and the Faith due to the 
Scriprures of God. | — 18 
The Teſtimonies of the Scriptures, which 
I aledge are ſo plain, in the Caſe of Chriſt's 
Eternity and Divinity, are confirm'd by 
the inimitable Liſe and Doctrine, the 
Preaching, the Works, and the Miracles 
of our Bleſſed Lord while on Earth, 
every where interſpers'd, and ſhinin 
forth in the Scriptures, with a Luſtre of 
true Divinity not to be concealed. Let us 
believe then that he is in God, hat is, that 
he is God, for his Works ſake, Luke 14.11. 
Why do not theſe Men alſo explain what 
is meant by thoſe Word? I am in the 
Father, and the Father in me, he that hath 
ſeen me hath ſeen the Father ; Perhaps they 
r think 
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(12) | 
think by Cavil to avoid the Force of 


Words of what nature ſoever; but they 


cannot ſhun the Evidence of his Miracu- 
lous inimitable. Works. | 

It was well obſerv'd, he | an Excellent. 
Perſon now Immortal, that our Bleſſed 
Saviour muſt be God, or that he muſt bs 
the molt Impious of Men; ſince, (1.) he 


aſſum'd the incommunicable Name; (2.) 


Accepted Divine Honours to himſelf, 
thereby making himſelf equal. with God; 
and (3.) declar'd himſelf to be the 
proper object of Faith. 

That he aſſum'd the Name of God, your 
Lordſhip has happily enlarg'd upon, from 
the import of the Name I A M, and it 
appears alſo from the ſame Expreſſions and 


Appellations, being in divers Places uſed of 


and given to, both the Father and the 


Son in the Holy Scriptures, of which the 
Bible has frequent Examples; both being 


ſpoken of in the ſame Terms; theſe are 
what your Lordſhip has like wiſe taken 
Notice of. : 
But, What are theſe to his being wor- 
ſhipped both of Men and Angels? /er all 
2 2 of God Worſhip him ; and to his 
accepting Divine Honours to himſelf fr om 


Men? had he been leſs than God, as your 


Lordihip has obſerv'd, he durſt not have 


accepted thoſe Honours, nor would the 
| Church 
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Church, beginning at the Apoſtles them: 


ſelves, have pray'd to him, as St. Stephen 


+ Example, who the Text ſays, Call d 


upon God, when he aid, Lord Jeſus re- 
ctive my Spirit. 

But to waye theſe Obſervations, Which 
human Learning has endeavour'd to per- 
plex, by turning and perverging the Words 


of the Scripture almoſt every where, or 


by caviling at the interpolations, and miſ- 
interpretations - of the Ancient Writers: 
"Tis in this, that with all humility, 1 
think, as I ſaid before, your Lordihip has 
been miſtaken; Namely, that you follow 
them at all in theſe Cavils, however 
Learnedly they Contend; entering with 
them into a ſearch after Antiquity, for a 
Diſcuſſion of the Difficulties ſtarted by 
themſelves; Granting, or ſeeming to Grant 
thereby, that thoſe Objections and Diffi- 
culties are of weight, and are ſufficient to 
overthrow the Doctrine of the Divinity of 
Chriſt it ſelf; or that the Opinion of the 
Antient Writers was to determine it; as 
if (ſuppoſing their Objections were call'd 
juſt, which yet we do not grant, ) that 
therefore the Doctrine of the Divinity of 
our Saviour was not capable of being ſup- 
ported; when tis apparent that the Works 
which our Lord wrought in the Fleſh, 
bre ſuch as none bur God could Works 
| an 
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and Wonders, and with divers Miracles, and 


ſpecial Command of God, and when he 


9 | 
and are recommended by our Lord as 
ſuch. [650511 

5 firſt, for the manner of his work- 

: The Prophets before Chriſt, and the 
yk after Chriſt did ſeveral. Things: 3 
God alſo bearing them Witneſs both with Signs 


with Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, Beb. 11. 4. 
But the Prophets did all their 3 
by calling upon the Name of God, 
voleing the Divine Power, and erefofe 
"ris ſaid; God bearing them Witneſs by Signs 
and Wonders, Thus Moſes ated bs the 


and Aron but once preſum' d to act in their 
own” Names, and to ſay, Aut WE feteh 
you Water out of this Rock, as if it had 
bein by their own Power ; God was 
pleaſed” to reſent the Offence - to ſuch a 
degree, as to humble them before the 
whole Congregation, and exclude them 
from their Share in the promiſed Land: 
After Moſes almoſt all the Miracles wrought 
by the Prophets were preceded by Praying 
to God to perform for t hem ſuch a Miracle 
as was Pray d for: So Elija when he rais'd 
the Widow's Son 1 Rings 17. 20. he laid 
the Child upon his own Bed, and he cry'd 
unto the Lord, and ſaid, 0 Lord my God 
has thou alſo brought Evil upon the Widow | 
with whom I ſojourn by PE her Son 450 5 


Aud he ſtretched himſelf upon the Child three 
times, and cried unto the Lord, and ſaid, 
O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this Child's 
= Soul come into him again: and he revived, 
* When the ſame Elija had Challeng'd 
the Prieſts: of Baal to bring with them 
each @ Sacrifice, and wait for an Anſwer 
from Heaven by Fire. He prays to God 
to hear him, 1 Kings 18. 37. and to work 
the Miracle, and to vindicate his own 
Glory, by ſending Fire, Which was done, 
to the Amazemeat of all that beheld it. 
When Eliſba was Mock'd by the Chil- 
dren of Bethel, he Curſed them; but he 
Curſed them in rhe name of the Lord, 
2 Kings 2.24. When the fame Prophet 
divided the Waters of Jordan, he 
calls out upon the Lord God of Elija; the 
14th Verſe of the ſame Chapter, and 
the like may be obſerved of many other. 
Again, when the Apoſtles wrought. 
Miracles and Wonders, after the Aſſention 
of Chriſt into his Glory, they wrought. 
them in the Name of Chriſt, or after In- 
vocation f his Name, as is evident from 
ſeveral Texts. The Healing of. the Impo- 
tent Man, 44s 3. 9. is the firſt Inſtance 
after the Aſcention of our Lord, the 
Words of St. Peter are In the Name of 
= JESUS CHRIST of Nazareth riſe ap, 
and malt, and fo far was the Apoſtle from 
JJ aſſuming 


4 Noz 2 
n 


| T7 
-  , aſſuming any Power to do that Miracle 
in his own Name, that he declares to 
the People that came about him, on that 
Occaſion, that he diſclaimed all pretences 
to it, v. 12. Why marvel ye at this? and 
why look je ſo earneſtly on us, as thoagh by our 
own power, or holineſs, we had made this 
Man to walk. The God of Abraham, and 
Iſaac, and of Jacob, the God of our Fathers 
hath' glorified his Sox Jeſus; and he adds, 
v. 16. when St. Paul caſt out the Spirit 
of Divination out of the Damſel at Thy- 
ara. That his Name, that is, the Name 
of Chriſt through Faith in his Name had 
made that Man ſtrong ; and again, As 4. 
9, 10. the ſame Apoſtle being queſtion'd 
before the Rulers and Elders of the Feo- 
iy ple on the ſame Subjects, anſwers to the 
fame purpoſe; If we this Day be examined 
of the good deed done to the impotent Man, 
by what means he is made whole. Be it known 
unto you all, and to all the People of Iſrael, 
that by the Name of Jeſus Chriſt of Naza- 
reth, whom ye Cruciſied, whom God raiſed 
from the dead, even by him doth this Man 
ſtand here before you whole. Wt” 2 
Thus the Apoſtle Paul, acting by the 
fame Power, profeſs'd to work in the 
Caſe of the Damſel poſſeſs d with a Spirit 
of Divination, Ads 16. 18. Paul being 
grieved, turned and ſaid to the Spirit, 1 
2 com- 
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3 
command thee in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt 
to come 'out of her. And be came"our the 
ſame hour. Noe us 
I might mention his being able to De- 
pute this Power to others Commiſſioned 


bs by him, 2 thing Without Example, and 


which 1 think is a ſufficient ground to 
argue, that the Divine Nature reſted up- 
on him; of which the Mantle of Elija 
was a Type; this alfo I think ſtands as 


a Teſtimony of his Omnipotence, and by 


Conſequence of his Divinity. But I ſhall 
mention that again. ET 

When an Earthquake opened the 
Priſon-Doors to Paul and Silas, Acts 16. 
26. it is faid, v. 25. as: Midnight Paul 
and Silas pray d, and ſung Praiſes unto God. 
Many eminent Examples may be brought 
to ſupport this Obſervation, that the 
Miracles, Signs and Wonders wrought 
by the Prophets and Apoſtles, were not 
Wrought in their omn Names, but upon Re- 


& cognition of the Power of God, and Invo- 


cation of his Name. Whereas our Bleſſed 
Saviour put forth his acts of Soveraignty 


and Omnipotence, in bis own Name, ated 
= openly by his own Authority, and Com- 
manded the Devils, the Winds, and the 
Seas, not Invocating any Name, or pray- 
ing to any ſuperior Power. 
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The whole Hiſtory of his Life contain'd 


in the Four Goſpels, is full of Inſtances 
of this; and repeating theſe may. be a 


ſufficient Anſwer to all that theſe Men 
can ſay from Scripture againſt the Deity of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


When he began at the Marriage of | 


ue and even before his Hour was 
come as he ſaid; that is to ſay, the Hour 
of his Miniſtry, for he had not yet begun 
to Preach the Doctrine of the Kingdom, it 
being but the Third Day after he was 


Baptiſed by John the Baptiſt, he turned 


the Water into Wine, a plain Act of 
Omnipotence; no Cheat upon the Palate 
or Taſte of the People, no Colluſion of 
Servants, no Juggle between Chriſt and 


his Mother to amuſe the People: The 


Water- pots were all fill'd with Water to 


the Brim, 20 room for mixture . + The Mi- 


racle is wrought by his own Omnipo- 
tence, and in his own Name; When he 
received the Homage of it, he does not 
put it off as not his due, or recommend 
to them to give the Honour to God as in 
other Caſes has been ſeen; knowing 
that, as in another place, he that honorreth 


not the Son, honoureth not the Father; the 


juſt Inference from which is, that he that 
honoureth the Son honoureth the Fa- 


| ther. 
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In the next place, his. knowing the 


es tog hits of Men afar of, is. a Teſtimony 
mu of his Divinity: It is one of the Titles 
10 given to God in the Scripture, that he 
of ſearchetli the Heart, and trieth the Reips, 
And knoweth our Thoaghts afar off, the Lord 
of S fearcheth all Hearts, o underſtandeth 
wad all the Imagination of the Thought: 
* 1 Chron. 28. 9. This is evidently ſpoken 
520 of God the Father; compare this with the 
it Revelations 2 v. 18. 23. Verſe the 18th "tis 
29 thus, Theſe things ſaith the Son of God, 
d i who hath his Eyes like a Flame of Fire, 
of 23. And all the Churches (ball know that 
i 7 am he which ſearcheth the Reins and the 
f Heart. Many are the Examples in the 
d Scripture, where our Bleſſed Lord ſhows 
e his Omniſcience in this particular, of 
e Knowing the Imaginations and Thoughts 


of Men; John 2. 24, 25. But Jeſus did 
not commit himſelf anto them, becauſe he 
knew all Men; And needed not that any 
| Man ſbould reſtify of Man: for he knew 
what was in Man. 
In the Caſe of tlie Woman of Samaria, 
there is another Teſtimony of his Om- 
niſcience, John 4. 29. Come ſee a Man 
which told me all Thin s that ever I did, is 
not this the CHRIST Mat. 9. 4. when 
the Scribes ſaid within themſelves this Man 
Blaſphemeth Fi ESUS knowing their 
D 2 THOUG HTS, 
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THOU GH FS, ſaid, Wherefore: think ye 


Evil in your Hearts 4 Again his Om- 


niſcience ſhews it felt, D 11. 2. Jeſas 
—_— their THOUGHTS, laid unto 


them, Every Ningdom divided, Kc. again, 


Mark 12. 15. When the Fews tempted him 
about giving Tribute to Cæſar, But he 
N their Hypocriſy, {aid unto them, 

pH 5 KS 
His Diſciples alſo, teſtily to this Om- 
niſcience of jeſus Chriſt, Joh 16. 30. 
Now are we ſure that thou Erber eſt all things, 
and behold the Inferences they draw from 
it, % this we believe that thou come ſt forth 
from God; Which Words I think clearly 
import that they believ d him to be God. 
for whatſoever comes forth from GOD 
ts 60 D. The Glorious Perſon: ot God 
Þeing infinite and indiviſible. 

The laſt Teltimony given to the Om- 


niſcience of our Bleſſed Lord, at leaſt 
that I ſhall now Name, is that of the 


Holy A poſtle St. Peter, John 21. 17. 
LORD, thou knoweſt ail thing, hou knows 
t er love thee, 


There is another Scripture, which [| 


«ehinle tis no venture to put this Expli- 
cation upon. But I leave it to the Judg- 
ment of the Learned to deter mine it, the 
Caſe being 1 proved without 
Ar. 
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This is;that- of the Fifſt of the As, 


2 
— 24. the Diſciples being met together to 
T chuſe One to make up their Number, in 
0 the room of Judas, who was gone to 
, his Place; 'tis laid they pray'd, and ſaid, 
n Thou. Lord mho knoweſt the Hearts of all: 
2 Men, ſhem whether of theſe Two thou haſt 
I think 'tis evident this Prayer is di- 
= rected: to their Bleſſed Lord and Maſter, 
> then glorified; it is evident that it was 
s, upon the choice of one of his immediate 
n Officers, a». Apoſtle, all the other had 
= their call from him Perſonally, and it is 
y BE nottobe ſuggeſted that this Matthias had a 
4. higher Call than his Bretheren; the Prayer 
D was certainly to Chriſt, and rhe Anſwer 
4 was from him, vz. by placing one of his 
| own Servants; they had all their Miſſion 
from him, tbey were all his Miniſters, 
2 they call themſelves ſo, Paul an Apoſtle 
Ie of Jeſus Chriſt, Peter an A poſtle of Jeſus | 
j. Chriſt, 1 Pet. xr. 1. again, 2 Pet. 1. 1. | 
p. | Simon Peter, à Servant and an Apoſtle of ; 
= Jeſus Chriſt, and the like; it ſeems: then 
i cout of doubt that this Prayer was ad- | 
i- dreſs'd to the Lord Jeſus in theſe terms, | 
Ion Lord mhbo knoweſt the Hearts of all | 
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The ſame Text, 2 Pet. ti 1. whith I 


mention d above has a Clauſe in it, where 
the Divinity of our Bleſſed Redeemer is 
recogniz d, and which I have not ſeen 
controverted with any colour of Juſtice, 
no not by thoſe who cavil at all the reſt ; 
to them that hive receives like precious 
Faith with us, through the Righteouſneſs of 
God. Now our Faith is not receiv'd 
thro' the Righteouſneſs of God the Father, 
but through the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
the Son, and the next Words explain it, 
through the Righteouſneſs of God, and 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt , and ſome Tran- 
ſlations render it God, W HO IS Our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. EE $2 19 200 

A like Text to this; and confirming 
the uſage of Scripture in giving the Title 
bf God to our Bleſſed Saviour, is, 2 Titus 
13. Looking for that Bleſſed hope and Glo- 
riaus appearing of the Great God, AND 
Oar Saviour FESUS CHRIST: 
Foreign Tranſlations render it W HO IS 
Our Saviour FESOVUS C HRIST, and 
the juſtice of this Tranſlation is made out, 
from the whole Tenour of the Goſpel, 
by which it is known that we do not 
took for theappearing of God the Father, 
but of that Great God who is our Savi- 
our; for to him all judgment is committed, 
and he ſhall jadge the World in Righteouſ- 


neſs; 
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(6230 
veſs, He, that is JESUS CHRIST: 
Who then is this Great God, whoſe Glo- 
rious appearing, in Judgment is that 
bleſſed hope of the Saints? Who is it bur 


him who is appointed to judge the World 


in Righteouſneſs * Acts 17. 31. 

 Treturn to mention the Attributes of 
God, Exerciſed and Exerted by Jeſus 
Chriſt; his Omnipotence, and his Omni» 
ſcience, I have / 4 of already; I come 
next to his Soveraigncy, and (1. 
his Dominion over his Creatures, Matt. 
8. 26. He aroſe and rebuked the Winds and 
the Sea, and there was à great calm; v. 26. 
And the Men maruelled, ſaying, what manner 
of Man is this, that even the Winds and the 


Sea obey him? I obſerve as before that in this 


Glorious act of Soveraignty over the Ele- 
ments, our Lord does not rebuke them 
in the Name of God, but in his own Name, 
and by his own Authority ; ſee the ſame 
Miracle, as recorded by another Evan- 
geliſt, Mark 4. 39. 41. And he aroſe, and 
rebuked the Wind, and ſaid unto the Sea, 
Peace, be ſtill- And the Wind ceaſed, and 
there was a great calm. And they feared 
exceedingly, and ſaid one to another, What 
manner of Man is this, that even the Wind 
and the Sea obey him ? 


He did not fay to the Winds and the 
Sea, In the Name of God I Command 
N 4 you 
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youto be ſtill: But in the Authority of 
his Godhead, and by Virtue of his So- 
veraignty he commands, be rebukęs the 
Wind and the Sea, and be bd 7 E A C E, 
SPWST7DE. © 2-07 
Conſider in che next plach the wk of 
forgiving Sins; '4 Branch of Divine Mercy, 
and ſo niverſally allew'd to be in God only, 
that the Jews, by way of admiration, 
faid;"W ho can forgive Sins but God! Yet 
our Lord Exerts this Power in his owr 
Nani, fee him healing the Man lick of the 
Pally, Like 5. 20. Man thy Sins be for. 
given thee : Surpris'd with this Glorious 
Teſtimony of his Divinity, the Phariſees- 
expreſs d their Aſtoniſhment, v. 21. Who 
is this which ſpeaketh Blaſphemy : ' Who can 
forgive Sins but God alone? Our Lord re- 
plies, v. 24. The Son of Man hath Power 
on Earth to forgive Sins. The like in the 
Caſe of the Woman that annointed his 
Feer with Ointment, Lake 7. 48. and he 
faid unto her % Sins are forgiven thee ; 
o. 
Faith bh {awed thee, go in Peace; many 
Inſtances of the like Exerciſe of Divine 
Power by our Bleſſed Lord, are to be 
found in the Scripture, and all in bis 
own Name and Authority; and not in 
the Name of God the Father, or with 
Invocation of Aſſiſtance. 


and 2. 
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he ſaid to the Woman, zhy 
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1 proceed to that Eminent act of Omz 


© hiporence, exerted by our Saviour, (viz.) 


of raiſing the Dead; this had been done 
by the Prophets, Elija and Eliſha, in the 
Old Teſtament, but never in their own 
Names, as above; it was done by the 


E Apoſtles alſo in the New Teſtament ; but 


ſtill not in their own Names, I have in- 
ftanc'd in Elija already, and his raiſing 
the Son of the Widow of Lerepta; where, 
when he comes to perform the Mi- 
racle, firſt in a kind of Expoſtulatory E- 
jaculation, he Humbly Complains, O 
LORD my GOD, Haſt thou alſo brought 
Evil apon the Widow with whom I ſojourn, 
by ſlaying her Sou! I might explain this 
to be a moſt humble Prayer, as well as 


Z a Complaint ; but it is ſupplied immedi- 
| ately ; See the next Words, 1 Kings 17. 

21. O LORD my GOD, I pray thee let this 
| Childs Soul come into him again. Eliſha does 
exactly the ſame in the Caſe of the honeſt 
| Shaunamite, 2 Kings 4. 32, 33. And when 


Eliſha was come into the Hoaſe, behold, the 
Child was dead, and laid upon his Bed. He 
went in therefore, and (hat the Door upon 
them twain, and prayed unto the LORD. 
But when our Lord comes to Exerciſe 
this act of Omnipotence, See how he does 


it; when he came to the Sepulchre of La- 
= -:ras, He lifted up his Eyes,(tis true, )and 


gave 
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gave God Thanks, Father I thank tee, Rc. 


But when the Grave was open'd, he called 
in his own Authority, Lazaras come forth. 
When he raiſed the Ruler of the Sy- 


nagogue's Daughter, he proceeds without 


the leaſt ſtop; takes the Father and Mo- 
ther of the Maid, and thoſe that were 
with them into the Room, and ſpeaking in 
his own Name, and in the firſt Perſon, he 
fays, with the Authority of an Omnipotent 
God, Dae! (I ſay unto thee) Ariſe, Mark 


4. 41. not I fay in the Name of God, 


but [ ſay azto thee, or I Command thee. 
IT might in the next place mention here 

our Bleſſed Lord's Abſolute Dominion 

over the Devil, his caſting him out, his 


limiting his Power, his licenfing him to 


Exerciſe it, the Fright and Horror the 
Devils expreſs at his ſpeaking to them, 
their Recognition of his Glorious Nature, 
and the manner of all this. | 
It is true the Devil's Teftimony Merits 
bur little Credir, and I ſhall take the leſs 
notice of it. But deſcend to our Lord's 


giving this Power by Deputation to his Diſ- 


ciples to do the like Miracles in his Name, 


when he ſent them forth to Preach the - 
Goſpel, Matt. 10. 8. Heal the Sick, cleanſe 


the Leapers, raiſe the Dead, caſt out Devils: 


Freely je have received, freely give: Cou'd I 
any give this Power but God? Now the 
Apoſtles 
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a. 

Apoſtles who received it, faithfully exe- 
cuted it in the Name of him who gave it 
them, not in their own Names as their 
Great Lord and Maſter did; but in his 
Name, and thro? Faith in his Name as 
before. 

As the Dominion of our Bleſſed Lord 
over the Devil and his Angels, is openly 
recogniz d by the Devil upon all occaſions, 
ſo it is in nothing more than in this, that 
even thoſe Devils were ſubject to the Apo- 
ſtles while arm'd with his Divine Miſſion; 
and when their Authority was exerciſed in 
his Name: Nay, if but the Name of Chriſt 
was made uſe of, even by thoſe who were 
Strangers to him, yet the Devils were 
under terror at the bare mention of that 
Name, as appears by the Plea of thoſe 
Who knock'd at the Door, and cry'd, 
Lord! Lord! open unto us, we Have 
Propheſied in thy Name, and in thy Name 
have caſt out Devils, & c. Matt. 7. 22. 
To conclude, let us add our Bleſſed 
Lord's being made the object of Faith, 
and that on pain of Eternal Damnation : 
But having ſpoken of this elſewhere, 
I ſhall inſiſt no more on it here. 

There are many other Teſtimonies in 
the Scripture, to the Omnipotence, and 
Omniſcience of Chriſt through the whole 
Courſe of his Miracles and the 3 
; E 2 | 0 
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of his Life; Why then my Lord ſhould 
we follow theſe Men in their Diſputing 


about Words, and Ligitimating this or 


that part of the Text as they pleaſe ? 
Let us believe for the Worts ſake. It 
was not the leaſt part of rhe deſign of all 
the glorious Things our Saviour wrought, 
that Men might ſee by the manifeſtation 
of his Power, that he was really God; 
St. John, cloſes his Goſpel with this very 
thing, John 20. 30, 31. Aud many other 
ſigns truly did Jeſus in the preſence of his 
Diſciples, which are not written in this Book. 
But theſe are written, that ye might believe 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, 
and that believing, ye might have Life 
through his Name, : 1 85 

There are a Throng of Texts in the 
Hiſtorical Part of Chriff's Life, calling 
upon us to believe zz him on the Account 
of the Wonders which he wrote in his 
State of Humiliation on Earth,and whar is 
it we are to believe, if not the very ſame 


glorious Attributes of his Godhead, which 


were manifeſted in thoſe Works, and to 
believe that this was God manifeſted in the 


Eleſb, 1 Tim. 3. 16. 
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rious Works, the Signs and Wonders 
wrought by our bleſſed Lord, to the ſame 
End for which they were wrought, viz, 
That Men might believe: That you had 
thus varten? the pretendedly impregna- 
ble Caſtle of Prejudice, which theſe Men 
build againſt the Truth ; then your Lord- 
ſhip had entirely overthrown it. We ſee 
that by Signs and Miracles, impoſſible 
tor any but a God to do, he has con- 
firm'd to us the Reallity of his Eternal 
Power and Godhead, and theſe Things were 
done that we might believe, let us then 
believe for the Works ſake. 

Words are the Daughters of Time, but 
Deeds are the Sons of Nature, and of God : 
While your Lordſhip deals with theſe 
Mea in their ordinary Road, though 
you conquer them, nay, though you 
convince them, you will never ſilence 
them; for it is much eaſier, while Men 
are not honeſt to themſelves, to convince 
our Adverſaries than to ſtop their Mouths, 
and nothing is more frequent than to 
have thoſe who are defeared to cry Vi- 
Cory, and make fancy'd Triumph even 
before they put their Armour off; but 
the Works and Wonders done by our 
bleſſed Lord cannot be hid, neither can 
they be diſputed. Theſe Men, perhaps, 
may not think fit to own the Teſtimony 
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(80) : 
of chem, having hardned themſelves againſt 
Conviction; we have nothing left to do 
then, but, as your Lordihip has already 
done, to pitty them and pray for them; 


But, doubtleſs, this will confirm the Faith 


of thoſe, or many of them, who may 
have been ſtagger'd in their Opinion of 
Things by the Subtilty of theſe Men, 

perplexing their Minds with their Miſ⸗ 
interpretations of Scripture, and with their 
Appeals to Antiquity, which ſpeaks with 
a doubtful and uncertain Voice, and whoſe 
Credit is diſputed on every ſide. 


Perhaps theſe Things have been urged 
to them before, and without Succeſs, and 


they remain yet hardned and obſtinate. 
The Works of our Bleſſed Lord were, we 
know, not effectual to convince even 
thoſe who were Witneſſes to the Glorious 
Performance, that is to ſay, not all of 
them : Even thoſe that wonder'd at them 
and acknowledg'd them, yet were not 
brought by it to believe: Saving Faith 
being wrought by the Spirit of God only; 


how much leſs then ſhould we expect they 


ſhould convince the Men we ſpeak of. 
But there is a Succeſs, my Lora, in the 
arguing che Truths of the Goſpel, which 
is of much greater Importance than the 
putting the Enemies of the Truth to Si- 


lence ; and therefore it will not be fruitleſs, 
Heaven 


N 


ſtion in the plain Terms laid down here, 


fhip's Anſwer is a Victory, becauſe, as 


YE (32) 
Heaven concurring, that the Miracles of 
our Bleſſed Saviour be ſtill inſiſted on as the 
cleareſt and moſt uncontroverted Teſti- 
mony of his Godhead, and that this 


Ground be maintained as a Bulwark a- 


gainſt Error and Hereſy, which never yet 


| has been, and never can be ſhaken. 


He ſpake as never Man ſpake, and he 
did what nothing but a God could do. 

It is true, my Lord, that Mr. Whiſlong 
to whom your Lordſhip's late Book is di- 
reed, will endeavour to evade the Que- 


viz, concerning the Divinity of the Son, 
and retire, as he does in his Reply to your 
Lordſhip, to this Shift, viz. That he is 
not diſputing upon that Point, but that 
he confines his Enquiries to the ſingle 
Point of the Co-erernity of the Son with 
the Father, and ſearching after the Opi- 
nion of the Antient Writers, on that 
particular Subject, during the ſeveral Cen- 
turies of Chriſtianity, before Arhanaſins, 
even back to the Apoſtolick Age; and 
to find out what were the real Doctrines, 
and the genuine Worſhip of the Chriſtian 
Church at that Time; I ſay, Mr. Whiſtow 
will retire to this Shift, heſe are his om 
Words, and tis by this Method that his Dif- 
ciples boaſt that his Reply to your Lord- 


they 


ern | 
they alledge,your Lordſhip has not enter'd 
upon the great Point at all in the manner 
propoſed, but has dwelt upon modern Te- 
ſtimonies altogether new, and of little or no 
Authority, as appears in his Reply, Part II. 
Now, y Lord, to go back to Teſti- 
monies yet more ancient than Mr. Whi- 
ſtan's, I humbly think will be anſwer- 
ing ſomething in his own Way; to 
tell him in his own Words that his En- 
quiries and Explicattons are all along upon 
the Foot of ſuch modern Notions and 
Inferences as he has collected in the firſt 
Days of Chriſtianity, which he calls the 
Apoſtolick Age; but that he entirely | 
forgets or omits the Teſtimonies given by | 
our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, in the many 5 

Signs, and Wonders, and aſtoniſhing 
Miracles which he wrought for the con- 
vincing an unbelieving World of the Truth 
of his Doctrine, and the Dignity of his 
Perſon. „ 

As to his reſtraining himſelf to the par- 
ticular Queſtion concerning the Co. eter- 
nity of the Son with the Father, we know 
well, that however in Diſpute he may 
be allow'd, as he does claim, a Hearing 
on that Point only, yet 'tis well known, 
and he cannot deny but that the Infe- 
rences which he would draw from it, if 

4 that Point were gain d, are pointed at the 
EB great 
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great Doctrine of the Divinity of Chriſt, 
and he would on the gaining the Diſpute 
of the Co- eternity pretend that the Di- 
viniry would falbof itſelf, ſince. what is 
not Eternal cannot be God, and it is no 
Injury to Mr. Mhiſton to obſerve here, 
that he is his Crafts - maſter in this Diſpute, 
ſeeing in this Point he may think he has 
ſome Advantage over us: Not that he can 
bring any Thing of Moment to prove the 
Son a created Being, other than what he 
ſupports by manifeſt wreſting of the Scrip- 
ture to his own Conſtructions; but that 
he ſuppofes us furniſhed with leſs Evi- 
dence upon the particular Article of the 
{aid Co- eternity, of theſe Evidences more 
capable of being perplex'd by his Miſcon- 
ſtructions of the Scripture, than other 
Parts of this Diſpute may be. 

But as in referring to the Scripture, and 
to the Miraclesand the Wonders wrought 
by our Saviour, ſuch undeniable Teſtimo- 
nies of his Divinity appear, as are ſuffi- 
cient to ſupport our Faith. I cannot but 
think it a much nearer Way, and more 
effectual to deal with this Adverſary, than 
is that of following him thro' a Wildernels 
of Quotations from Antiquity, which, at 
belt, whether confirm'd or confuted, leave 
but a Teſtimony from fallible Men, and' 
mult be unſatisfying to all that read it; 

F and 
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(35) 
To the Reverend 
Mr. WILLIAM WHISTON. 


S T R, 
E Diſreſpct with which 


==; 
the World has treated you on 
SF ſeveral Occaſions, and which 
>) = 


you ſo much complain of, 


— may perhaps prepare you 
to expect ſomething of the like Kind, 
eſpecially from a Stranger, and one who 
advances in his Title Page, that he thinks 
you are miſtaken: But the Reſpect I pay 
to your Perſon, and to your Learning, 
ſecures wy againſt any Indecency from 
me, at the ſame time that I take a Li- 
berty in the Caſe before me, to uſe all 
neceſſary Freedom, in expoſtulating with 
you on this Subject. 


You are, Sir, by your own Words in 
your firſt Letter to the Earl of Notting- [ 
ham, one of thoſe who firſt owning that i 
there is but ONE Eternal, Omanipotent, il 
Inviſible and Almighty God : (I think you 4 
might have omitted the Word Almighty 
after Omnipotent) the Original Cauſe and 
Creator of all Beings; are of Opinion, 
— 2 ; that 
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LDPE. 
that God the Father, and he alone, is 
that ONE GOD, while all the Churches, 
or Congregations of Europe, whether 
Popiſh or Proteſtant, who you call Tri- 
nitarians, believe that the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, are that ONE GOD: 
And on this Difference you invite the 
latter to a General Meeting, which you 
call a Reference; if you will excuſe ſuch a 


Liberty, I ſhould ſay you challenge them 


to a Perfonal Diſpute upon the Subject; 
if it be not ſo, then I think it ſhould be 
ſaid, that you deſire, according to the 
Primitive Practiſe, a General Council, 
which, however, as the Times now ſtand, 
the Chriſtian Church being divided, as it 


16, between Popiſh and Proteſtant, can - 


got be expected, - - 

I will not ſay, but that T am one of 
thoſe, who are of Opinion any Challenge 
of that Nature might very ſafely be ac- 
cepted, and the Divinity of the Son of 
God, by the Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, 
and his written Word, be ſufficiently evi- 
denc'd againſt all the Cavils and Perplex- 
1:12s, with which the Arians, Socinians, 
or any other Hereticks, or miſtaken Per- 
ſons, haveendeavbur'd to load it. 


1 think che Difficulties between Created 


or Made and Begotten, being all Words 


* 


only, and imperfectly expreſſing his in- 


Lom: 


3 
ee 
"0 

33 
<7 


C37 9 = 
comprehenſible Being and Nature, are not | 
ſo great as not to be given up to Faith, | 
ſince the Scripture has in ſo many Places 
declared him to be the great God, and 
that his Generation is not to be expreſs'd, | 
Who can declare his Generation? | | 

That he is Begotten, the Scripture of | 
Truth, nay, the God of Heaven, has de- 
clared ; the manner how, or what Concep- 
tion we ought to have of it is, bleſſed be 
God, needleſs, as impoſſible for us to 
know. RO 

Whether we ought to conceive of thoſe 
Things as we do of others, and from thence 
infer a Priority in the Perſon Begetting, 
and an Inferiority in the Perſon Begotten, 
as in common Reaſoning is our Rule, and 
as we are led to judge by the Nature of 
Humane Generation, this is not decided, 
and I believe never will; J do not ſee 
Reaſon to affirm that we are oblig'd to 
bring Things of this ſublime Nature down 
to our Senſe, and to judge of them in the 
ordinary Way; being told, that we can- 
Bot by Searching find out the Almighty to 
Perfection. 

It is enough to us that the Scriptures 
have declared him to have dwelling in 
him all the Fulneſs of the Godhead, and 
that we look for the bleſſed Hope, and the 
glorious Appearance of the great God, while 

we 


(383) 
we all agree that we only expect the glo- 
rious Appearance of Jeſus Chriſt in Judg- 
ment. c „ 
Theſe Things, and many more, ſeem 
ſo effectually to unravel and reconcile all 
the Difficulties and Doubts, with which 
vou and others ſtudy to perplex us about 
the Eternity and Divinity of God the 
Word, our Redeemer, the Lord of our 
Life and Salvation, that we need no 
further Teſtimony; eſpecially no ſuch 
fallible and imperfect Evidence as you 
would ſeem to put the whole Queſtion 
upon the Examination of; and about 
which you would have us all ſummoned 
to diſpute; that is, to wrangle, quarrel and 
do nothing, as was the Iſſue of moſt of 
the like Meetings, in the Primitive Ages 
of Chriſtianity. 4 8 
And here J muſt obſerve, Sir, that at 
the ſame time that you invite Chriſtians 
to a Search into Antiquity, and to recon- 
cile the Difficulties in theſe Matters by the 
Senſe and Teſtimony of the Ancient Wri- 
ters, you give us an Account yourſelf on 
one Hand, that they never agreed among 
themſelves, and quote many Inſtances 
of their Diſagreement with one another, 
in your firſt Leiter to the Earl of Not- 
ting ham, as particularly Page 18. where 
you bring in Baſil undervaluing Din, 
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4 
of Alexandria; Photius affirming againſt 
Theognoſtas ; ſome of the Fathers ſay that 


_ Origen ſays one Thing, ſome of them 


another, and ſome of them underſtood him 
to ſay neither. Clement the Presbyter, and 
Doctor of the Athanaſian Church, you ſay, 
declared one Thing concerning Chrult at 
one Time, and the contrary at another; 
Pag. 16. and the like in many other Caſes. 

On the other Hand, you are pleas'd to 
acknowledge in your Reply to the ſaid 
Earl's Anſwer, that there muſt be many new 
Enquiries made into Chriſtian Antiquity by 


9 Shilful Criticks, before you ſhall be able, every 


where, to ſettle the true Reading, or clear every 
Difficulty in ſo large and particular « Work 
as' examining and comparing Originals. I 


think this 1s the very Thing which makes 
the Reaſonableneſs of your Requeſt much 


leſs, than other wiſe it would be. 
As this is certainly true, (and that you 


might have added) and ſince no Men or 


Body of Men are ſure, that they, in par- 
ticular, ſhall all be guided at laſt by the 
infallible Spirit of God, and by him only 
that Men are Naturally tenacious of their 
own Opinions, and that therefore they are 
not likely ever to agree upon one general 
and concurring Tranſlation, and that if 
they ſhould ſo agree, are not yet ſure that 
it {hall be a juſt Reading. : 

| - Since 
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(40) | 
Since theſe Things, I fay, ſtand itt the 
Way of a thorough Examination or En- 


quiry into Antiquity, the Writings of the 
moſt Ancient Fathers being evidently 


corrupted and blended with Interpola- 
tions, or. the World impos'd upon by 
ſpurious - Copies, or falſe Interpretations, 
and the Truth very difficult to find out; 
and that, on the other Hand, Miſtakes are 
Dangerous and Fatal, when they happen, 
as well as very eaſy and likely ro happen ; 
Why then {ſhould not all theſe Diſ- 
putes be carry*d back to the grand Origi- 
nal ot all, and our Determinations be now 
derived from the Word of God itſelf, 
and that only? That bleſſed and holy O- 
riginal, from whence all the Fathers them- 
ſelves, even the moſt Ancient, back to the 
Apoſtolick Age itſelf, could alone derive 
their Knowledge, and ground their 

Opinions, „ 
This, Sir, ſeems to me to be a more 
reaſonable Propoſal, and a more honelt 
and Chriſtian Method of diſintangling us 
from the Sophiſtry of captious Arguments, 
to uſe your own Words, Replies and Re- 
joynders with which the Writers of Con- 
troverſy do, on all ſides, more or leſs, 
perplex and puzzle, but not ſatisfy their 
Readers; and after this I ſhould then rea- 
dily 


= (49) 
_ dily vote for ſuch a Proceedure as you 
ſpeak of. % A ape | 
The Fathers and Ancient Writers un- 
derſtood for themſelves, and beliey'd for 
themſelves, not for us; the ſame Spirit of 
Truth that was with them, is promiſed 
to be with the Church; and Servants of 
God, to the end of the World, They 
deriv'd their Knowledge from the Scrip- 
tures of Truth, and we have the ſame 
Word of God to have Recourſe to; and 
ſince their Interpretations and Gloſſes, 
their Notions and Inferences, are handed 
down to us ſo darkly, and we 1o uncer- 
tain. which of their Writings are genuine, 
and which are not ; which of them are 
unalter'd, and which are not; and that, 
as you ſay, there muſt be many new Enquiries 
made intò this Matter, and that by skillful 
Criticks, before me {ball be able to ſettle the 
true Readings of thoſe Ancient Writings, 
and (which I crave leave to add) may 
perhaps never be able to ſettle them at all: 
Why then ſhould it not be ſufficient to 
us to apply to the Original, from whence 
all the Wiſdom and Knowledge of the 
Ancients flow'd 2 And leaving Ignatius 
or Athanaſins, Ariis, Euſebius, the Councils 
of Nice, or any other Aſſemblies of fal- 
lible Men, go back to the infallible Spirit 
of God, ſeek to him for a right Interpre- 
: 5 G6 tation 


© ST 
tation of this Truth; ſearching the 
Scriprures, as the only Originals which 
teſtify of Chriſt, and whoſe Teſtimony is 
true, and Fruth nlelt > PERM 
Of what Force is the moſt early Anti- 
quity to us? Their Creeds, their Ca- 
nons, their Reſolutions, or Confeſſions, | 
unleſs they agree with this great Origi- | 
nal? And what Light are they like to 
give us in our Enquiries, or- how- are 
they rather like to perplex us? ſeeing 
they fo little agree with one another, 
and fome of them not with themſelves ; 
as is particularly obſerv'd above of the 
Writings of Origen, of Dionyfias, of Arius 
and of ſeveral others. 
If we are to try the Weight and Worth 
of what they have left upon Record for 
us by the Teſt of the Word of God; 
How is 1t that their Authority 1s put up- 
on us as a Confirmation of, or at leaſt for 
an Interpretation of the Word of God, 
and as a Rule for our reading and under- 
ſtanding it? IN THE NAME OF 
GOD, let us ſearch for ourſelves, and 
underſtand for ourſelves, ſeeing we are to 
believe for ourſelves. . 
It is true, and it is for a Lamentation, 
that much Sophiſtry and Juggle, pardon 
the Mord, has been made uſe of by the 
learned Criticks, to perplex even the 
Scrip- 
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Scriptures themſelves, and this is put in 
by one Sect of People, and that by ano- 
ther; this by Arius, that by Athanaſius, 
and much of that Which bears the Names 
of thoſe Ancient Writers, has been diſ- 
covered to have been form'd ſeveral Hun- 
dred Years after they were dead, as you 
ſay your ſelf of that which we call At ha- 
naſius's Creed 5 but certainly, and it is 
what we all hope and believe, if a Heart 
willing to be inſtructed, applies to ſearch- 
ing the Scriptures, and uafeignedly de- 
fires and prays for the Aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit of God to guide it into all Truth, 
that Searcher of the Scripture ſhall not go 
away deceiv'd. © 1 

It the various Readings of the Scripture 
perplex us, and you will enter into a Me- 


thod of Proceedure tor the ſeitling thoſe 


Readings, with, all our Hearts; not doubt- 


ing but that your Friends, who eſpouſe 


this Doctrine, or Hereſy, for I fear it will 


bear no other Name, will be made aſham'd 


of the poor Shifts which they are oblig'd 
to make, to avoid the Force of thoſe Texts 
which we think clear up this great Truth. 
I fay, I do not doubt; it * true, that 
this is not proving that it is ſo ; but the 


| Scripture Evidence of the Divinity of 
| Chriſt, ſeems to be ſo clear when diſ- 
intangled from thoſe preſumptive Read- 
672 FE ings, 
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(52) 
ing it to the Light, e ag 
I am not here going to enter upon an 
Enquiry into the ſaid different Readings, 


ings, that we can never be afraid of bring- 


and to judge between one ſide and the 
other, I ſhall refer that Part to another 
Place. Dr. Clark has muſter'd up an 


Army of Cavils againſt the moſt clear 
Expreſſions in the Seripture; you have 


been pleasd to dip your Pen in the ſame 


Work; endeavouring, I fear, if I may be 
ſo free with you, to perplex, not explain, 
the Word of God to us. Many, it not 
moſt of theſe Cavils and Objections have 
been anſwer'd and reply'd to in a manner 
which we think ſufficient, May the 
bleſſed Spirit of God, the Guide and In- 
ſtructor of his People, teach every Chri- 
ſtian the Saving Knowledge of his Word, 
and interpret to us what we know not ; 


that we may no more be blinded by de- 


ceitſul Words, but be led 7to all Trath, 
according to his Promiſe. Amen, © 

It is but too true the Words, even in 
the Scripture itſelf, will not ſuffice, as 


Things go now, for a Teſtimony to what 


we ate, or are not to believe; ſeeing the 
Method taken up, by the People now to 
be diſputed with, 1s to criticiſe upon, 'and 
heap up Objections againſt our Readings 


FR, 


in every Part of the written Truth. We 


i appeal 
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6 53 ) 1 
appeal therefore from thoſe doubtful Piſ- 
putations, and ſearching the Scriptures, 
we find, that the Works of our "Bleſſed 
Lord himſelf, as T have at large obſerv'd 
elſewhere, as well as his Words, are Te- 
ſtimonies of his Divinity ; fome of thoſe 
Works being immediately Acts of Omni- 

potence and Omniſcience; Declarations of 
Sovereignty and of infinite Power; Things 
all of them peculiar to the Great God, 
and incommunicable to any Created 
Being. Theſe being exerted by Our Sa- 
viour in his own Name and Autho- 
_ rity, ſeem to me to be an irrefragable 
ON for the Divinity of- his Per- 
* e 2 3 
I have like wiſe mentioned his aſſuming 
the inconceivable Name of God; his ac- 
cepting Divine Honours, ſuch as God has 
ſaid he will not give unto another; theſe 
alſo are Things which have indeed been 
artfully evaded, but never anſwered, or 
ſeriouſly reply'd to, ſo as to give Satis- 
faction to unprejudic'd Judgments. 
I have obſerv'd, how by the Strength 
of Learning, and by ſubtle Turns given 
to very clear Texts of Scripture, Men 
have labour'd to darken and cloud thoſe 
Truths, which before ſeem'd clear to us; 
but there are yet ſome Things in the 
Scripture which I think have repell'd — 
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** Action or the manner: They would 
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the Attacks of Error, and which you have 
ſaid very little to, or at leaſt what has 
been ſaid, has been anſwered effectually; 
as particularly the Name of Jehovah be- 
ing given to, Chriſt in ſeveral Parts of 
Scripture. and which the Earl of Notting» 
ham has ſpoken fully to on theſe Words be. 
—4 Abraham was I AM; likewiſe the 
Scripture uſing the ſame. Terms to ex- 
preſs the Son and the Father alternately, 
as Occaſion preſents. 

Alſo there remain ſtill all the Wonders 
of his Whole Miniſtry on Earth; the rai- 
ſing the Dead, not hy the Invocation of 
the Name of God, as the Prophets and 
Apoſtles did, but by abſolute —— 
and in his own Authority; the com- 
manding the Elements, the Wind and 
the Sea, and the like, the manner of 
which Operations differ 10 eminently from 
the like Acts done by Deputation, as in 
the Prophets and A poſtles, as evidently 


Omnipotent Power and Dominion over 
Death, over the Elements, over Hell, and 
over all its Angels. 

Theſe Things have not been yet refu- 


Hereticks have not had ſo full a Scope; 
they have not been able to deny either 
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fin, indeed, "deny the Conſequences ; 


namely, that thoſe Actions infer an Om- 
nipotent Being, which is God; but 1 
J find they do that very weakly. © 
But, Sir, I ſhorten theſe Heads, be- 


cauſe I have touch'd them again in this 
Tract. I have to add in this Particular, 
that of our Bleſſed Lord being made the 


immediate Object of Faith, as well as of 
Worſhip, and that under the Penalty of 


eternal Condemnation: The many Com- 
mands in the Scripture to all Men to be- 


lieve in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the De- 
nouncing the eternal Wrath of God to 
thoſe who do not believe, thoſe are ſo 
many, that it would take up too much 
room in this Letter to repeat. 

It is ſomething out of the way to ima- 
gine that eternal Life ſhould be promiſed 
upon our ' believing the Words of a Man, 


or eternal Wrath be denounc'd on our 


not believing in a meer Creature. Is it 
poſſible that believing or not believing 


in a Creature, ſhould import Life or 
Death, and that Eternal Death too? 


Such a Thing is not congruous with 
the Divine Equity. We fee no Diffe- 
rence put in the Matter of the Re- 
ward and Puniſhment between believing 
in God, and believing in Feſas Chriſt : 
To believe in one is as Eſſential to Salva- 

tion, 
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tion, as not to believe in the other. See 


ſeeth the Son, and believeth on him, may 
have everlaſting Life. Again, Joh. 12. 24. 


he that ſeeth ave, ſeeth him that ſent me. It 
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Well might our Lord ſay, Je x Rant 


believes in him. On the other hand, re- 


Light, Joh. 3. 19. He tbat believeth on 


* 


(360) * 
tion; as to; believe! in the otller; and not 


to believe in one, is as effełtual to Damna- 


the Harmony of Faith, whether plac'd 
on the Father or the Son, Joh. 5. 24. 
He. that believeth on him that ſent me hath 
everlaſting Lie. Joh. 6. 340. This is the 
Will of him that ſent wt, thati every one that 


He that belieueth on me, believeth not on 
me but on him that ſent me; Ver. 45. And 


will be hard for the utmoſt Sophiſtry to 
reſiſt the Doctrine of an Equality here. 


Gold believe alſo in me; as 11 he had ſaid 
there is the ſame Reaſon for it, the ſame 
Reward attends it, the ſame Funiſhment 
follows the Omiſſion, for we are the ſame, 
we are ONE GOD. bleſſed for ever. 
Again, believing in Chrilt, is made 
the Cauſe of Eternal Salvation; the Man 
is, ipſo facto, entituled to Salvation that 


jecting of Chriſt, or not believing, is Is, 
727 facto, the Condemnation, the Texts 
are too many to repeat here. This is 
the Condemnation, that Light is come into the 
World, and Men loved Darkneſs rather than 


bit 


— wr _—- 
him is not condemned, bat he that believeth 
ot # condemned already, becauſe he hath not 
believed ——, Joh. 3. 18. It will be very 
hard to make reaſonable Men believe that 
they ſhall be, ip/o facto, condemn'd effe. 
Ctually for not believing in a Creature; 
there are Commands in the Scriptures 
1 we ſhould believe the Prophets who 
| ſpoke, in the Name of God; but we are 
to diſtioguiſh between believing, and be- 
lieving IN any Perſon. Believing the 
Words of a Prophet is one Thing, be- 
lieving in the Prophet is another Thing: 
Believing IN Chrift is a fidutial reſting 
on him for Eternal Life, as our Sa- 
yours and on the infinite Sufficiency of 
his Purchaſe 5 to Which the leſſening the 
Divinity of his Perſon is none of the leaſt 
Obſtructions, a Thought which ought to 
make thofe Men tremble that are guilty 
of it, but of this I ſhall fpeak farther.. 
Again, What are we to believe? I 
fay, we believe the infinite Sufficiency of 
his Purchaſe, and how: that can be infi- 
nice which is produc'd by a finite Crea- 
ture, as every Thing that had a Begin- 
ning is to be eſteem'd, I cannot under- 
ſtand: This is a Subject would hold me a 
: 700. while if I were to debate it with 
9 4C 7 Pr 
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But I am not trying the. Cauſe, or en- 
tering upon the Diſpute with you here, 
Sir. I return to the. Reaſon of men- 
tioning this Affair, wiz. to intimate that 
you, cannot think this way of Cavilling 
at the Readings. of the Scriptures, and 
of, the Antient Writers, or putting your 
own Interpretations upon particular Texts, 
= and upon particular, Authors, will Tepel 
3 the Force of the whole, Bible, which is 
| full of Teftimonies to this Doctrine, as 
well from the Works of Chriſt, as from 
his Words: Or that becauſe your, In- 
vitations to a General Council, which, "| 
| Jah 1 anderſland & 5 what you call 4 Refe- 
rence, is not formally accepted, that there- 
fore your Oppolers are doubtful of their 
Cauſe, as if the Doctrine of the Divi- 
nit of our Saviour, depended on our 
coming to a Certainty about the Wri- 
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* tings. of the Fathers, or the different 

. Readings of this or that particular Place 

ol in the Scriptures. 

I muſt needs fay, it ſeems. rather to 

"ny me, that this de ſo much, to an 

1 Examination the Ancient Writers, 

I. intimates plainly, that. you. want. the. Af 7 an 
1 ſiſtance of thoſe Fallible Gentlemen to ſup - en 
i js port, your Criticiſms or Cavils at the . thi 
Fl Sacred Texts, and to ſupport your Ob. pa 
ww jections againſt thoſe neceſſary Conſe- of 
„ no | ; quences © 
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quences which we dra # from them in 
favour of this Doctrine. to: 

Be it ſo, or not, tis certainly Wrong, 
to puzzle the World in a Cauſe of this 
Importance, with, Enquiries which pour 


Ff, ſajs;/ 1 are ſo difficult and perpleæ d; 


namely, of ſearching into what was, or 
was nut the Opinion of tie Ancient Wri- 
ters, When We have the Sacred Scriptures 
before us, from whence all the Knowledge 
of theſe Things muſt be deriv d, all the 
Light into it taken, and in ſearching 
which We have the Promiſe of Aſſiſtance 
from the Spirit of God to guide us into 
Truth, etc doing erh i 1105 


> 


- 
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Here it may be ſeen, if we look with 
impartial Eyes, that the Eternity of the 


Son of God is no longer a Queſtion, 
ſeeing his Omnipotence, his Sovereignty, 


his Omniſcience are plain; all which will 
ſtrongly argue his Eternity, though all 
the Objections you raiſe againſt thoſe 
Texts, which import his Eternity, were 
to be given up to you; which yet I am 
very far from giving up. 

Let us then look no further; to the Law 
and to the Teſtimony; Why ſhould we 
enter into all the Follies and Miſtakes of 
the Ancients? Antiquity is a Snare, 
particularly as it ſeems to add to a kind 
of Reputation, even to Error itſelf; 
ie H 2 and 
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and Things diſputed 13 or 1400 'Years 


ago, ſeem to recommend themſelves to 


us ro Diſpute them over again; the Fa- 


thers Were but Men, and Men lubje@: to 
the like Miſtakes as we are; and they 
were we ſee as Tenacious of their Mi 


takes as we are, and ſuffered thoſe miſtakes 


make dreadful breaches in their Charity, 
as We do. 

Nay, they went farther, for we ſee their 
Paſſions mingled with their Arguments, 
we ſee Prejudices id among them, 


and they were divided into Parties, one 


againſt another, blending their Civil Fai. 
ons with their Religious Diſputes, til they 
ran into ſhameful Exceſſes, Quarellings, 
Reviling at, and Excom 2 nicating one 
another; nay, even whole Churches, 
and Kingdoms for Trifles, witneſs the 
Breach among them about the Obſervation 
of Eaſter, on Which Account almoſt all the 
Churches of the Weft ſtood Excommuni- 
cared a long time. Thus they weat on, 

perſuing one another with Rage, and 
Voch Hh obſtinacy, even to Schiſm and 


Perſecution. | 


Are theſe the Men, whoſe Writings 


we are to appeal to? And who are to 


be the Judges for us in a Point ſo impor- 
tant, as the determining whether our 
Sour be God or Man? Eternal, or # 
5 | „ Creature | 
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creature ? Surely it time to look beyond 
h- People, 5 eing e a 
flame of Strife, cou'd never come to 


. much Iſs univerſal concluſion a- 


ag themſelvrs; till at laſt the prevail- 
pay Earry fer: up for fot In fallibillity, Which is 
Fopery: And ſuppo — it by Bran in 
the Church, and het: we juſtly call Au- 
tichriſt; | becauſe he oppoſerh and exalteth 
e bee him elf e God, 2 Theſſ. 
2. 4. I ſay,” "tis time to look beyond 
theſe Men. let us look to the more ſure 
word of Propheſ e, let us begin where the 
begun, and Where every Man that will 
be rightly inſtructed muſt begin; 1 mean 
at the Word of God. _ 
Let us embrace no weakneſſes, bod ſe 


of their Antiquity z theſe Men we call 


Fathers, puſh'd —— into inextri- 
cable Labyrinths, by ſetting up their own 
light inftead of Goſpel light; rheir In- 


terpretations of b ure inſtead of Scrip- 


ey not only injur'd 


ture, and hereb 
— injur'd the Churches 


themſelves, but t 


of God in their own Time, and they have 


injur'd us in theſe Times, in having per- 
plex'd thoſe 'Things which were uncon- 
troverted before; and I muſt confeſs there- 


fore, this eager running into a dark ſtudy 


of Antiquity, and rumaging the Antient 


r for. heat are, in in which 


we 
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we find veryofeur:of them agree, Jooks: as: 


if we/were:tond of — 6 Cauſe, 
and of making that Difficult, hich 
might be mad Eaſy. eie goum eng 

Let the Word of God, andi the Works, 
and Miracles of our Saviou 


the. Authority, Soveraignty, and Om- 
nipotence af a Goc, he muſt hei God; for 
be Was no Deceiver, no Impoſtor, he 
would nor have aſſum d a Ri hed ar Power, 
which did: not belong to him. He that: 
was a Pattern of Meekneſs and Hum. lity, 
bud never be charg'd with Arrogance 
and reſumption, much leſs with an Im- 
pious aſſuming the Power and: Authority 
of God without a juſt Claini to it. 
Theſe glorious actings of our. Saviour, 

will for ever declare his Divinity, nor 
will it be in the Power of Sophiſtry and 
Art to avoid the Force of theſe Things; 
it cannot be denied that our Bleſſed Lord 
raiſed the Dead in his own Name; com- 
manded the Winds and Seas by his own 
Soveraignty and Authority; deputed a 
Power of the like Miracles to his Apoſtles, 
Matt. 10. 8. Heal the Sick, Cleanſe the 
Lepers, Raiſe the Dead, Caſt out Devils; 
Could a Created Being do this? Would 
it not be giving God's Glory to ano- 


ther ? As his receiving Divine Honours, 


your 


— — 


decide this 
Controverſy; if he acted as? God with 
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would, be, Gods giviag hi. Honour: to 
another. tt! 16.5 £253 8:39 73 211 «AB e 
Be it that many Texts of Scriptures 
which were formerly jnſiſted on, arè no 
given up, as y ſayn that of the 1 Jah 
5. 7. is or will be; let us not fear to. ac 
the Doctrine of the Divinity ;of our Lord 
eſtabliſnd by Seripture in our] Hear ad 
roo, firmly to be ſhaken He Fav 
Criticiſms z unleſs you will 
Principles, and particularly 8⁰ 10 905 
great Fundamental, that the, Scripture; 18 
2 Rule of Faith to us, that they, are able 
to mate the Man of God Perfect, and that 
they ſufficiently, efify. of Chriſt. 
This Sir would reduce the ** 
Queſtion into a much narrower. compaſs ; 
meaner Capacities might be able to judge 
for themſelves; and Chriſtians would not 
be in danger "of. being miſled, by the 
Subtilty and Arts of Men of Reading; | 
Word of God is nigh as, it is even in our. 
Mouths. and in our Hearts; every Chriſtian 
has a Bible z there he can look and judge 
for himſelf; the Writings of the Fathers 
are remote, ſcarce to be had, written in 
an unknown Tongue; Namely molt ef. 
them in the Greek Tongue, few can, come 
at them, fewer have them in poſſeſſion, 
few can read them, few of thoſe that react 


a underſtand chem, and thoſe who 5 
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Both read und underſtand them, cannot 
agree about the meaning of them: What 
ſtrange work is here to do? you ſee 
that even my Lord Nottingham and you 
cannot agree àbout the Readings, you 
upbraid my Lord with want of Books, 
and ſehd his Lordſhip to the Univerſity to 
fupply the Difficiency of his owt Study; 
and yet where ate the Men, and how 
tmatiy are they; Noble Men, or others; 
as well ſupply d as his Lordſhip, who are 
with Books of that kinds, .. 
And what muſt the reſt of Mankind 
do? How few are they that underſtand 
theſe Books; #nd how much fewer they, 
who have the Advantage of K 
them ? and muſt the D trine of the Di- 
vinity of our Redeemer lye in the Dark, 
and be undetermined till Meri learn Greek? 
And till they can come at the Books of the 
Antient Writers, and aftet that, till they 
can agree upon the Explication of their 
Writings, of which, by the way, they 
that wrote them never cou'd agree them- 

This ſeems as if Men were very in- 
different about theſe things, and that you 
were of the Opinion with ſome Modern 
People, that it is not abſolutely neceſſary 
to have it determined; as if it were not 
treceffary to know whether he that 
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(6) L 
ire to truſt in for Life and Salvation were 
God or Man, or whether when we wor- 
ſhip, we are praying and paying our A+ 
doration to a God or a Creature ? 4 

If on the other hand theſe things are 
neceſſary to be known, When ſhall we 


expect they ſhall be made certain? When 


are theſe Antient Writers to be brought 
to a head, and a general Interpretation 
unqueſtion'd, and univerſally conſented 
to? And when you do agree on the In- 
terpreration, which it is fear'd you ne- 
ver will, what then? 'tis evident as I ſaid 


above thoſe very Writers do not agree 


among themſelves; How muſt we de- 
termine who is Orthodox, who Hetrodox, 
what a long Diſpute, and how many 
Words have been already made among 
them upon the one fingle Phraſe, of one 
Subſtance, a thing never agreed among 
them, from the Council of Nice to this. 
Day? Again, What Diſputes have been 
about the Words 24": % %, in Origen, 


whether it ſhall ſignify e made God, or the 


begotten God, and as you ſay, pag. 14. f 
your Preface. about the difference between 


mr); and wile, between Creation and 


Generation, making and begetting ; And, 
How does the wholeQueſtion depend upon 
the difference of one or two ſingle Greel 
Letters in thoſe Words? At the fame time 
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pag. 15. you profeſs that Origen never 


Arias ſpreading it ſelf, the Greateſt and 


(66) 


affirm'd the Words which you own ro 
find in his preſent Copies; ſo that when 
he ſays it, you will nor believe he ſaid it, 
and what you believe he ſaid, you will 
not allow he meant: This I ſpeak of 
Origens's ſaying, that our Saviour Was 
dn unmade, and fo of many of the 
reſt: We are told in the Eccleſiaſtick Hi- 
ſtory of Socrates Scholaſticus, that the 
Biſhops juſt before the Council of Antioc/ 
fel out to ſuch a degree, that they 
wrote Invectives againit one another, 
and treated one another as Enemies, tho” 
at the ſame time they agreed in the main 
Doctrine of the Unity in Trinity; and 
he adds, that it was on this Account, 
that the Council was call'd: Then even 
at the Council of Mice, there were great 
Diffentions, and afterward the Hereſy of 


moſt Learned Men of that time fell gric- 
voully out about the Doctrine ot OC? 
Subſtance ; and yet in the heat of this 
Strife liv'd the Men whoſe Writings we 
are to Controvert, ſuch as Athanaſias, 
Biſhop of Alaxandria, Euſebius Biſhop of 
Nicomedia, and others; between whom, 
and their Friends, and Followers were 
the moſt ſcandalous and furious Con- 
tentions; one fide purſuing the other 
CE 


them to Death. 


C97 ) 

even to Baniſhment, and as far as lay in 

Are theſe the Ancient Founders of 
the Church, to whom we. mult apply as 
to an Oracle, and whoſe Writings ſa- 
vouring of the ſame Rage and Strife we 
mult contend about, and furniſh our 
ſelves with Arguments from? God forbid : 


Let them ſleep in their Graves, and let 


their Works ſleep, as to us; thoſe that 
are deſirous to Spin out the Controverſy 
ia length, ler them ipend their Time and 
Learning in reconciling thoſe who cou'd 
never reconcile rhemitelves: But let us 
ſtand and fall by the Teſtimony of the 
Ward of God, and make the moſt you 
can of all the Texts, which you think to 


overthrow by the Objections raiſed a- 


gainſt them as not in the firſt Copies, 
or by the differing I ranllations from the 
Septuagint, ſuch as particularly that of ap- 
pointed inſtead of made, which ſeems to me 
to be very trifling, I muſt confeſs; 1am 
perſuaded that the whole ſcope and te- 


nour of the Word of Gad is againſt you, 


and the Doctrine of the Divinity, and 
Eternity of the Son of God, will ſtand 
ſo firm as that the Gates of Hell ſhall 
not prevail againſt it. Thus praying 
ſincerely that your Eyes may be opened, 
that you may ſee and Embrace the 
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(68) 
BOUSTSCRIPT, 


Crave leave to add to you Sir, and I 
cou'd not cloſe this Matter without 
it; that there appears to me to be ſeveral 
Scriptures, and ſeveral Arguments from 
Scripture, which bear witneſs ro the E- 
ternity, and Divinity of Chriſt, which 
have never been yet taken notice of as I 
can find in all this Diſputez and if fo, 
there may be yet ſomething ſaid to give 
light in this Important Truth, which has 
not been ſaid before; one of theſe Ar- 
guments I take to be what I have lightly 
mentioned already, pag. 57. of the dit- 
ference between Believing Chriſt, and Be- 
lieving IN Chriſt, and the weight put 
upon the latter by the Scripture, and on 
this Point I ask your leave for a few 
os. 
Iwo kinds of Faith, or of Believing, 
are mention'd in Scripture reſpecting 
—_— —_ 4 
I. Believing Chriſt. 
II. Believing IN Chriſt. | 
1. Believing Chriſt implies believing 
his Words, hearing or giving Ear to him 
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(69) 
as a Prophet, as a Teacher fent from 
God. This reſpe&s Chriſt's Office as 
a Teacher, and thus we are call'd upon 
to Believe all the Prophets of God as 
well as Chriſt himſelf; and to believe the 
Word of God, and to believe the Works 
of Chriſt, to believe him for his Works 
ſake, Believe the Prophets ſo ſhall ye proſper, 


2 Chron. 20. 20. John 20. 37. If I do 


not the Works of my Father believe me not, 
Mark 1. 5. Repent and Believe the Goſpel. 
Bur, 8 
2. Believing IN Chriſt, or ON Chriſt, 
and this reſpects Chriſt as God; Nothing 
is any where ſpoken of to be Believed IN 
but God: This manner of believing is di- 
ſtinguiſh'd expreſly in the Text men- 
tioned above, 2 CHron. 20. 20. Believe 
I the Lord your God ſo ſhall ye be eſtabliſbd. 
Believe his Prophets, ſo ſhall ye Proſper. 
God's Prophets are to ve believ'a, but God 


himſelf and he only is to be believd IN. 


Now our Lord Jeſus claims this, even as 
God himſelf claims it, ye believe IN GOD, 
believe alſo IN ME, John 14. 1. while ye 
have the light, believe IN the light. 
Farther, 
Upon this Faith IN Chriſt, Eternal 
Lite is attendant; it is a Conſequence; it 
is in the nature of the Thing: Now how 
can Faith in a Creature give Eternal 
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(70) 
Life, or give a claim to Eternal Life? But 
to believe IN Chriſt is to be -eternally 
ſav'd. I his is Life Eternal to know thee 
the only true God, and Fejus Chriſt whom 
t iou bas ſent, John 17. 
Lord Jeius Chritt, aud thou ſhalt be ſaved, 


Atts o. 43 ve believeth IN HIM. 
Pall receive remiſſion of Sins, John 3. 15, 


That whoſoever believeth IN HIM jhould 
not Periſh but have everlaſting Life; there 
are a multitude of Texts to this purpoſe, 
by which believiog IN Chriſt (not 
only | Believing his Words) but Be- 


lieving IN HIM Entitles us to Eternal 


Life. | 


This eternal Life or Death, 8 


or Condemnation, being pronounc'd up- 
on Beheving or not Believing in Chritt, 
1 think unanſwerably argues his Divine 
Nature: For, 

No Believing zz a Creature was ever 
heard of in the Scripture: We are com- 
manded to believe the Prophets, 45 
abe; but never to believe IN them; 
neither in the Nature of the Thing 
can it be: Ir remains then to examine 
the Nature of this Believing in Chriſt, and 
how it will appear, that it t neceſſarily im- 
plies his Omnipotence, his incomprehen- 
{ible Nature, his Mercy, and in a Warn, 


Believe ON the 
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To Believe IN him is not only to 
believe what he is, but to believe what 
he is 1 us; it is to reſt upon him as the 
Lord of Life and Glory, Believing 
him to be our Life and our Light, 
and that he is able to ſave us to the utter- 
moſt; to Believe in him as our Saviour, 
our Lord, our God: To appropriate 
to ourſelves an Intereſt in the Furchasgd 
Redemption by him: To depend on 
him tor Pardon; he gives Remiſſion; and 
for Acceptance in the Great Day : To em- 
brace him, to be united to him by Faith z 
In a Word, to be IN Chriſt, as the 
Scripture calls it; to live and walk IN 
him, and at laſt to be able to dye at his 
Foot. This ſummary and impertect Ac- 
count of Believing IN Chriſt, is con- 
firm'd by the whole Tenour of the Goſpel, 
and I think ſtrongly infers his Eternity, his 
Omnipotent Power, his Omniſciency, and 
his unbounded Goodneſs and Mercy; for 
without all theſe he could not be the Ob- 
ject of ſuch a Faith, neither could Faith 
IN HIM imply ſuch wonderful Things, 
and have ſuch great Effects, ifit were fix d 
upon an Objæct that had not al! Power in 
Heaven and Earth; 

I have not room to enlarge on this 
glorious Subject here; but offer it to 


every Chriſtian's farther Conſideration, 


whether 
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whether this ag IN Chriſt, as de- 
ſcrib'd in the. Scripture, is not an un? 
anſwerable Teſtimony of his Divinity; and 
1 mention it, becauſe this particular Di- 
ſtinction between Believing, and Believing 
IN, has never yet, as I remember, been 
taken Notice of in this Caſe. The Argu- 
ment from hence I ſum up, that God a- 
lone is the Object of ſuch Faith; ; Believing 
IN God only is commanded in the 
Scripture ; and without thus Believing in 


God no Man can be ſav'd: But who» 


ever Believech in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
{ſhall be ſa ved; ergo, Jeſus Chriſt muſt be 


God. 


I entreat you, Sir, as you nels; to 
Maſwer this before the Great God, our 


Saviour, for the bleſſed Hope, and glo- 
rious Appearing of whom in Judgment, 


we all look, that you will be careful how 
you dally with this Argument; and eſpect- 
ally how you wreſt the Scriptures in this 
great Point; for, doubtleſs, to Believe 
IN HIM is to Believe IN HIM as God, 
or you will find it very hard to deſcribe 
by Scripture one Believing 1 N HIM 
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